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MAGAZINE
I nexhaustible F ullness
T H E riches of grace are inexhaustible. All who have gone before us have not 
made them less, and we shall make them no less to those who follow us. When 
they have supplied the wants of unborn millions, the last of Adam’s race, that 
lonely man, over whose head the sun is dying, beneath whose feet the earth is reel­
ing, shall stand by as full a fountain as this day invites you to drink and live, to 
wash and be clean.
I have found it an interesting thing to stand on the edge of a noble, rolling 
river, and to think that, although it has been flowing on for six thousand years, 
watering the fields and slaking the thirst of a hundred generations, it shows no 
sign of waste or want; and when I have watched the rise of the sun, as he shot 
above the crest of the mountain, or in a sky draped with golden curtains, spring 
up from his ocean bed, I have wondered to think that he has melted the snows 
of so many winters, and renewed the verdure of so many springs, and painted 
the flowers of so many autumns, and yet shines as brilliant as ever, his eye not 
dim, nor his natural strength abated, nor his floods of light less full, for centuries 
of boundless profusion.
Yet what are these but images of the fullness that is in Christ? Let that feed 
your hopes, and cheer your hearts, and brighten your faith, and send you away 
this day happy and rejoicing. For when judgment flames have licked up that 
flowing stream, and the light of that glorious sun shall be quenched in darkness, 
or veiled in the smoke of a burning world, the fullness that is in Christ shall flow 
on throughout eternity in the bliss of the redeemed. Blessed Savior! Image of 
God! Divine Redeemer! in Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand 
there are pleasures forevermore. What Thou hast gone to heaven to prepare, may 
we be called up at death to enjoy.— The Free Methodist
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A Letter from 
A Preaching Preacher
By the Editor
D ear  E d itor :
I plan to preach tomorrow on Hebrews 11:8, 
“And he went out not knowing whither he 
went.”  I plan to tell how Abram left the com­
forts of Ur to go out to the discomforts and un­
certainties of Canaan, but with confidence that 
all would be well, if God were with him. And 
my purpose is to tell my people that they too 
must face the grim unknown, but that if God is 
with them all shall be well.
Here is my problem: I have a burning desire 
to present this truth to my people, and this burn­
ing desire will help me; but if I start outlining 
down to the minor points the sermon will be dry 
and lifeless. A  theme loses its life with me when 
I begin to break it up into minor points. I have 
had a course in public speaking in school and 
have read considerable on homiletics, and I 
know they say the sermon should be divided 
carefully, but this takes the life out for me. And 
yet I do not want to fail to present the truth in a 
practical manner. When I forget outline and di­
vision I have better liberty and the people seem 
to enjoy it more. And yet I come away from 
such efforts with something of a sense of guilt 
because I have not been homiletical.
When I find a suitable text I frequently see in 
it good news too pressing to keep. But when I 
outline the text or topic I seem to outline the life 
out of it. I have been preaching ten years. 
Should I make fuller effort to be homiletical or 
should I be content to deliver the message I feel 
in the depths of my soul?
Yours in His service,
W.F.C.
D e a r  B r o t h e r :
To begin with, I think we should always re­
member that there is a clear distinction between 
a sermon and a message. I know some of our 
preachers carelessly use these terms as though 
they were interchangeable, but the distinction is 
very real. You do not preach a message—you 
preach a sermon and deliver a message. And 
sometimes there can be a good sermon and yet 
no message, and there can be a useful message in 
a poor sermon. The ideal of course is to have a 
good sermon and a useful message all in one. But 
the struggle of which you speak is just at this 
point: you have difficulty in holding the mes­
sage while you construct the sermon.
When we used to study “ Elocution”  we were 
told and shown what gestures of the hands and 
intonations of the voice should go along with 
certain thoughts and feelings. We were to learn 
these things arbitrarily. But we were also told 
that artificial elocution is grotesque, and that we 
would not be benefited by our studies until we 
came to the place where we used the gestures 
and intonations—the correct ones—without be­
ing aware of it. And even though they have 
changed the method of teaching public speaking, 
I think the principle remains the same. Homi­
letics is not the same thing as rhetoric, not even 
in its compositional phases, for rhetoric has to do 
with compositions which are to be written and 
read, while homiletics has to do with composi­
tions which are to be spoken verbally. And 
while the well-prepared preacher must go 
through a long, tedious process in learning homi­
letics, he is not much benefited until he comes to 
where he is homiletical without particularly in­
tending to be so. He must learn homiletics and 
then forget it before he can be a finished preach­
er, just thinking of the work from this one ap­
proach.
Take the human body: you know the body 
must have a skeleton if it is to maintain its 
shape. But the skeleton need not always be in 
full evidence. The skeleton can still function, 
even when it is covered with meat so that ob­
servers cannot see it very plainly. Likewise, 
organized discourse must have a plan, but it is 
not always necessary to worry yourself and the 
people with firstlies, secondlies, etc. Undoubt­
edly much of your difficulty arises from a sort of 
fear that others will not see your plan, for cer­
tainly you must be aware of some plan yourself, 
and perhaps others are not as interested in your 
skeleton as in your meat.
Now take the sermon you mention: here y °u 
have a text, well chosen and brief. You have a 
purpose in mind—to give encouragement t0
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your people with reference to the manner in 
which they are to face the grim future in their 
lives. But you do not indicate that you have a 
well thought out theme. Now it seems to me it 
would help both you and your hearers, seeing 
your theme is inferential and not identical with 
the text, if you would be clear in your own mind 
just what your theme is. It might or might not 
help to announce this theme to the people. Take 
this: “Certainty Amidst Uncertainty”—God is 
certain, circumstances are uncertain. The an­
nouncement of such a theme would, I think, 
rivet attention, and it would enable the people 
to take away with them the principal idea you 
had to give them. But in treating this theme you 
would need to invert the order—otherwise you 
would have an anti-climax. There are by right 
just two main divisions in the sermon: (1) The 
uncertainty of circumstances in life. (2) The 
certainty of God in life. But now if you are go­
ing to develop the idea of uncertainty of circum­
stances, you should do it in orderly manner, and 
if you do not do it orderly, you will not do it as 
well, no matter how you or others may feel 
about it, passingly.
Suppose, for instance, you want to treat only 
what the fathers of our country 'considered the 
fundamental rights: Right to live, right to own, 
and right to pursue happiness. Your purpose 
would be to show that even these simple rights 
are not guaranteed. At least that their possession 
is by no means certain. But the order the fathers 
used would scarcely be proper for your purpose. 
They were writing fundamental law, and you 
are delivering a challenging call. Doubtless you 
would want to show: (1) Fortune is uncertain.
All of us are likely to live and die poor. (2) 
Happiness is uncertain. Circumstances over 
which we have no control, like war, famine, the 
delinquency of loved ones, pain and sickness, 
etc., may all combine to make our lot wretched 
and unhappy. (3) Even life itself is uncertain. 
“Life is uncertain, but death is sure.” Here, 
then are order and climax in the first division of 
your theme. And if your purpose is what we 
have suggested, you cannot follow any other 
order, for this is the oratorical and logical order, 
and no other is so good. And why should the 
thinking through of this matter and the observ­
ance of its proper implications take the life out 
of the message? Seems to me it would make the 
message more effective.
Then if you go on with the second division— 
“The Certainty of God.” Seems to me now your 
purpose should come to the fore. You want to 
assure your people that they do have someone 
upon whom they can depend, “When all around
my soul gives way,” and this will affect your 
order—you must climax on the thing and want 
them to remember. In this case it will be the 
proximity and availability of God, rather than 
any abstraction of theology or philosophy. So I 
think here would be a good plan: (1) The im­
mutability or enduring existence of God. Time 
does not wear on God. His creation may be 
folded up and changed like a vesture, but He 
changeth not, etc. (2) The dependability of the 
Word of God, especially of His promises made to 
us. “His word cannot be broken,” etc. (3) The 
certainty of the love of God. He knows and 
cares. And the climax here would be the cross 
as the symbol of God’s boundless and deathless 
love. “He that spared not his own Son . . . how 
shall He not also with Him freely give us all 
things,” etc. And in your final word, you would 
say, “You may be poor, you may be sick and in 
physical and mental pain, you may die before 
this day is done. There is no certainty in any of 
these things. But, thank God, you can depend 
on God. Time will not diminish Him. You can 
stand on the promises of His word in all security. 
You can count on His love to sustain you in pov­
erty, pain and death. O be not dismayed what­
ever the present state or future prospect. The 
same God who took care of Abram and brought 
him safely to the Promised Land will be with us 
and bring us to our blessed home land by and 
by.” I do not really see how or why this observ­
ance of homiletical order should detract from 
the life of the message. Seems to me like it 
should really enkindle additional life.
As to whether you should stand up there be­
fore the people and say firstly, secondly, etc., 
that is a matter which depends upon your own 
preferences and somewhat upon your type and 
the type of sermon you are preaching. But 
whether you make the skeleton prominent or 
not, you will scarcely have a shapely body with­
out a skeleton. And I do not think you should 
have to choose between being homiletical and 
free in the delivery of the message you feel on 
your heart. I think you should be able to work 
them both together, and that each factor will, in 
time, contribute to the other.
Anyway, I am glad you are concerned to be­
come a better preacher as time comes and goes, 
and I believe God will help you to make prog­
ress. I thank you for writing me, and some time, 
if the “uncertainties” permit, I wish you would 
write me again, and tell me whether any of my 
conclusions seem to you to work out in the 
practical laboratory of your preacher calling.
Yours in His service.
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Thoughts on Holiness
Olive M. Winchester
A Purified Heart
And put no difference between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith (Acts 15:9).
A  GENERAL assembly of the early church had been called. Problems had arisen in connection with the church at Antioch 
where the Gentiles had been admitted to mem­
bership. Certain Jews had gone from Jerusalem 
and had demanded that the ritualistic ceremony 
of the Jews must be observed, but Paul and 
Barnabas had resisted them and the circum­
stance occasioned no small dissension so it was 
decided by the local church that Paul and Barna­
bas should go up to Jerusalem.
Here at the mother church gathered the 
apostles and elders. Certain also of the sect of 
the Pharisees were present. They maintained 
the necessity of the observance of the ritualitic 
law. The subject called forth considerable dis­
cussion after which Peter arose and related his 
experiences at the home of Cornelius when the 
Holy Spirit was outpoured upon the Gentiles 
and God made no discrimination but purified 
their hearts by faith as the Jews had likewise 
experienced on previous occasions.
T he  H eart— th e  S eat  of P ersonal L ife
While we are interested in the sacred histor­
ical incident, we are more interested in the na­
ture of heart purity which was experienced at 
this time. To understand this we must know just 
what is indicated by the heart. With us, while 
the heart is often used indicative of the emo­
tions, in the Scripture, there is a far greater 
reach of thought.
Just as in the physical realm the heart is cen­
tral so in Hebrew thought when it turned from 
the physical to psychical, the heart was central 
and came “to signify the seat of man’s collective 
energies, the focus of personal life.” Continuing 
this description of the heart, the writer just 
quoted observes, “This secondary or psychical 
meaning it holds unchanged and undisputed 
through the whole of the biblical writings. Its 
prominence as a psychological term in the Scrip­
ture and in other ancient books is no doubt due 
partly to the fact that the physical heart bulked 
so much more largely in the view of those times 
than the head or the brain. How rarely are any 
functions of thought attributed to the latter in
the Old Testament. This fact introduces the only 
difference in the Bible use of ‘heart’ metaphor­
ically from that of everyday speech. As from the 
fleshly heart goes forth the blood in which is the 
animal life, so from the heart of the human soul 
goes forth the entire mental and moral activity.”
Discussing the matter further, we read, “ Be­
cause it is the focus of their personal life, the 
workplace for the appropriation and assimila­
tion of every influence, in the heart according to 
Scripture, lies the moral and religious condition 
of the man. Only what enters the heart forms a 
possession of moral worth, only what comes 
from the heart is a moral production. The Bible 
places human depravity in the heart, because sin 
is a principle which has its seat in the center of 
man’s inward life and thence ‘defiles’ the whole 
circuit of action. On the other hand, it regards 
the ‘heart’ as the sphere of divine influence, the 
starting point of all moral renovation, ‘the work 
of the law written in their hearts’ .”
Thus we see that the heart denotes the very 
pivotal element of man’s being from whence 
radiates evil or good according to its own condi­
tion. Here purity must reign if the life is to be 
pure.
T h e  H eart P urified
When we come to consider the nature of heart 
purity, it is evident that it is distinctive from the 
forgiveness of sin. This lies in the very nature of 
the case. Forgiveness is an act, heart purity is a 
state and condition. Moreover we would say 
that it is distinct from regeneration. Here both 
are states or conditions, but one represents the 
purifying element begun and the other gives us 
its fullness. In regeneration there is a certain 
cleansing for we read of “ the washing of regen­
eration,” but both experience and Scripture bear 
out the fact that this cleansing is not full or com­
plete.
Very often to his surprise and chagrin the 
regenerated man discovers that still there re­
mains in his soul a proclivity toward sin. While 
he resists it and does not let it dominate him, yet 
he finds that it is a potent factor and that it ever 
lies in the background of his heart to overthrow 
him at the opportune moment. When he be­
comes conscious of this fact, then does he begin 
to long for full deliverance.
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Turning to the Scripture we find this thought 
of purity appearing first in type and symbol. In 
the Old Testament we read of the command that 
the Israelites purify themselves before the Lord 
their God should come into their midst upon the 
mount of fire and then again before they re­
ceived the law. The priests were likewise to 
purify themselves before consecration and also 
the Levites. The high priest observed rites of 
purification on the day of atonement and then 
the animals offered in sacrifice must be cleansed. 
Individuals who were ceremonially unclean, be­
fore they could be reinstated in the Old Testa­
ment church, the community of the Hebrews, 
must observe these rites. In many other cases 
we have similar commands.
Moreover in Old Testament days in the relig­
ious consciousness of the people we find this 
longing and the feeling of its necessity. The 
psalmist one day in his meditations asked the 
question, “Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place?” 
Straightway he makes answer, “ He that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit­
fully.” Furthermore we find him crying out in 
the anguish of his spirit after he has found him­
self ensnared with this inner foe of sin, “Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” Then again 
we find the exclamation, as he sees the basic 
factor in the life of man that calls forth divine 
favor, “Truly God is good to Israel, even to such 
as are of a clean heart.”
Moreover the prophet looking forward into 
the coming dispensation saw as the central fac­
tor in that age purity and cleansing and he gives 
the promise, “Then will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you.”
Turning to the New Testament we find it re­
echoing the thought so distinctly proclaimed in 
the Old. The Apostle Paul exhorts the Corinthi­
ans, “Having therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi­
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.” Then again speaking of Christ’s 
love for the Church he continues by saying, He 
“gave himself for it that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to himself a glor­
ious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and with­
out blemish.”
Moreover there comes the word of exhorta­
tion in James, “Cleanse your hands ye sinners, 
and purify your hearts ye double-minded.” And 
the aged Apostle John adds, “But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Then to make 
the truth more emphatic he tells us, “If we con­
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous­
ness.”
After reviewing the apostolic words of admo­
nition along this line we would turn to the won­
derful promise of the Master, so simple and yet 
fraught with such profound truth, “Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 
Whether the seeing God refers to the future or 
to the present, the realization of the divine pres­
ence in this life, the fundamental truth remains 
the same, the essential requisite is purity of 
heart.
Thus we see that heart purity is a very basic 
factor in Christian experience, and we do not 
wonder that some in seeking terminology to con­
note this truth have used the phrase “heart 
purity.” It is truly scriptural and expresses the 
longing of the Christian consciousness and the 
place of rest which this longing finds.
If clearer vision Thou impart,
Grateful and glad my soul shall be;
But yet to have a purer heart 
Is more to me.
Yea, only as the heart is clean 
May larger vision yet be mine,
For mirrored in its depths are seen 
The things divine.
Radium Christians
And entered into an house, and would have no 
man know it: but he could not be hid” (Mark 
7:24).
A microscopic speck of radium can, if placed 
behind a screen of fluorescent metal, be seen to be 
sending out a stream of sparks forever. These sparks 
give light and heat, yet (a marvel) it loses no whit 
of its energy. Like the burning bush, it is a miracle. 
It emits light and heat at no apparent loss to itself. 
It is unconsumed, though it is forever pouring out 
chemical and electrical energies. When placed in the 
coldness of liquid air, nay, further, when placed in 
the intense frigidity of liquid hydrogen, all it does is 
to pour out light and heat. Such ought to be the 
Christian life—living because Christ lives, a mani­
festation forever of the life and light of Christ.— 
Sunday School Chronicle.
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Paul’s Terms
Relating to Holiness
Neal C. Dirkse
T HE letters written to Timothy were writ­ten from a different angle from the let­ters previously considered. This is writ­
ten more directly to the office of the ministry, 
whereas the previous studies were of the letters 
written more directly to the laity. However in 
these epistles the prominence given to the doc­
trine and experience of perfect love are just as 
great as in the others. It is significant that the 
greatest emphasis in this regard occurs in the 
second letter to Timothy. This letter was un­
doubtedly written by Paul from Rome shortly 
before his death. Paul, somehow, seems to sense 
that his end is near, and in writing, he places 
unusual emphasis upon the essential truth here­
in considered.
That Paul did not approach Timothy with the 
doctrine of holiness as he did the churches is to 
be appreciated, for he would never have al­
lowed Timothy to preach the gospel without his 
being well established in the doctrine and the 
experience. This becomes apparent when we 
study the terms and the expressions used re­
lating to holiness. That is to say, that a knowl­
edge of the doctrine and experience are pre­
supposed for Timothy to have fully compre­
hended what Paul wrote.
I. G od’s O rigin al  P lan
1 Timothy 1: 5—The end of the law, perfect 
love.
2 Timothy 1: 9—God’s eternal call, commenc­
ing “before the world began.”
II. T h e  In trin sic  N ature of C a r n a lit y
1 Timothy 6: 3-5—False concept of principles. 
Conceit; argumentative; envy, begets un­
kind words; criticalness; dishonesty; wrong 
estimate of values.
2 Timothy 3: 2-7—Covetous; proud; boastful; 
irreverent; disobedient; greedy; sinful; pros­
tituted affections; untruthful; lack of self- 
control; despisers of the good; undependa­
ble; stubborn; conceited; selfish; hypocriti­
cal; lustful; rejecters of the truth.
III. T h e  I ssue of C a r n a lity
2 Timothy 1: 7—Carnal fear.
2 Timothy 2: 26—Holds one captive to sin.
IV . P urpose of San ctific atio n
1 Timothy 4: 8—Necessary equipment for this 
life. Necessary equipment for next life.
V . How O btained
2 Timothy 1: 9—Through His grace; through 
Christ.
2 Timothy 2: 10—Through the atonement.
2 Timothy 2: 11—Death to self-life.
2 Timothy 2: 21—A  purging process.
2 Timothy 3: 16, 17—Through the Word.
VI. T h e  R esults
1 Timothy 1: 5—Divine love out of a pure 
heart.
A  good conscience.
Develops an attitude of faith toward life. 
1 Timothy 2: 8—A sinless life (holy hands).
A  prayerful life.
1 Timothy 2: 9, 10—A life of humility.
1 Timothy 3:9—A pure conscience.
1 Timothy 4: 12—Enables one to be a proper 
example.
1 Timothy 6: 6 — Provides right attitudes 
toward life.
1 Timothy 6: 11 — Right outward conduct 
(righteousness).
Right inner attitudes (godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness).
2 Timothy 1: 7—Provides divine power; per­
fect love; spiritual wisdom.
2 Timothy 1: 14 — Indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost.
2 Timothy 2: 11—Dead with Christ.
2 Timothy 2: 21—Life of service.
2 Timothy 2: 22—Enables one to have proper 
outward relationships (righteousness). 
Plants seeds of perfect faith, perfect love, 
perfect peace.
A  prayerful life.
2 Timothy 3: 10-12—Effects proper relation­
ships and attitudes.
2 Timothy 4: 8 — Provides an assurance of 
heaven.
Plants an anticapatory love for the Second 
Coming.
VII. How M a in ta in e d
1 Timothy 1: 19—Consistency in right attitude 
and outward conduct.
1 Timothy 2: 8—Maintaining a prayer life.
1 Timothy 6: 11—Pursuit of proper inward 
attitudes and outward relationships.
1 Timothy 6: 12—Consistent rejection of evil.
2 Timothy 2: 1—Strengthened by His grace; 
maintaining a sacrificial spirit.
2 Timothy 2: 22—Cultivating proper relation­
ships and attitudes.
Life of prayerfulness.
2 Timothy 3: 16, 17—Through devotion to the 
Word.
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VIII. P roof of Its  A tt a in a b il it y— P a u l 's  T es­
t im o n y
2 Timothy 3: 10-12—Established in proper at­
titudes so his conduct bespoke perfect love. 
2 Timothy 4: 7—Faithful—consistent—loyal.
2 Timothy 4: 8—Assured of heaven.
" But to Minister"
H. M. von  Stein
I DO not need any mediator between myself and God,” states an eminent writer in a diatribe against the organized church.
We of the Protestant churches agree with him 
in what he says, but not in what his statement 
implies. Coming from an intelligent, highly lit­
erate man, the implication, also borne out by the 
rest of the text of his article, relegates all min­
isters of the gospel to the imposing office of 
mediators between God and man. This idea 
comes directly from the theory of hierarchy and 
has a deep root in popular conception of the rela­
tionship of the ministry to the church, and 
should not be ignored.
The fact of the matter is, if a man were to 
allow himself to judge by the general attitude of 
many ministers, they do consider themselves a 
step nearer to the ear of God than the layman. 
And a very great many laymen, mostly because 
of the hang-over from church despotism of ages 
past, place undue burdens upon the shoulders 
of the ministers of the gospel for the same rea­
son. Such things as these, having taken deep 
root in popular conception, and fostered by pow­
erful organizations, keep some from having con­
fidence in the intentions of our churches and 
people who, walking by the Light that shineth in 
the darkness, recognize their status and hold the 
faith in the knowledge of the truth.
Just what is the preacher’s job, anyway?
The preacher is chosen by God alone, and not 
because of his especial virtue, but because of 
some ability that may not at all be apparent to 
his contemporaries. He says he is called, and 
that is literally true as though a voice sounded 
from heaven and called him. This is a mystery, 
but has nothing to do with the man-of-the- 
world’s conception of mysticism.
His call is just as definite as the call of the 
layman by the Spirit of God, to the experience of 
holiness. It is no more of a call and certainly no 
less. The obligation of the minister is greater in 
proportion to his ability to serve, and that is 
. judged by God alone. And like the layman, the 
minister is answerable to no man concerning his 
spiritual integrity,
The duties of the minister are set forth in 
explicit words in the Bible, and are common 
knowledge to all students of the Bible. The 
preacher is in no sense intended to be a mediator 
between God and man. He may intercede, but 
any exchange between any man and God has to 
be first hand or not at all. It seems almost child­
ish to write such obvious truths, but literally 
millions do not believe this in its full implication.
The biggest job that the preacher has is to help 
men to come to an understanding of exactly 
what God expects from them, and what they 
have a right to expect from God. When a preach­
er accomplishes this, he has rendered his serv­
ice to the individual and discharged his eternal 
obligation to him.
The ministry is a highly honorable division of 
the service of God, and some are afraid that 
enough homage is not paid. On the other hand, 
largely because of misplaced honor and confi­
dence, the ministry is in danger of becoming a 
downright byword of the street, and has, in some 
instances. Too many people have come to look 
upon all preachers in the same light as they have 
looked upon those who have demanded honor 
and homage as their due regardless of their 
spiritual integrity and simply because they hap­
pen to wear some special kind of cloth.
Actually, the injustice of these things does not 
concern us in the least. We are acquainted with 
the reproach of the cross, and have a keen de­
light to be found worthy, and to be ministered 
unto by men who are not afraid to be reproached 
for Jesus’ sake. But we are concerned about the 
attitude that is allowed to grow up around the 
tradition of the ministry. We are concerned 
about anything that helps keep people from a 
clear understanding of the kingdom of God.
We would pray that our Father shall make us 
more keenly conscious of our own calling as lay­
men. We desire, with a great desire, to see our 
beloved ministry stand in the pure, white light 
of holy spiritual integrity. We would shun any 
undue, overweening honor as an open disgrace, 
both for ourselves and for our ministry as parts 
and members of ourselves. And last and most 
important of all, we do desire that our Christian 
fellowship, in holy love, be everything it ought 
to be, for we know that if it is, the very evange­
listic work of the church will sweep on apace, for 
the two go together.
Confidence
Faith knows of a surety that there is One 
behind the scenes whom the world sees not nor 
regards; and, in the consciousness of this, it can 
calmly say, “ It is well,” and “It shall be well.” 
—C. H. M.
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“Acts of God"
Ernest Linwood Hawkes
THE question sometimes arises, what con­stitutes an “act of God” ? Legally, any convulsion of nature, whether it be a 
tidal wave, cloudburst, cyclone, volcanic erup­
tion, earthquake, drouth, meteoric visitation, 
flood, or in fact any devastating influence not 
directly under the control of man, is attributed 
to the sovereign will of the Creator.
Many theologians with a legal t r e n d  o f  
thought are seemingly not reluctant to charge 
the Almighty with direct responsibility for the 
losses of life and property due to these miscar­
riages of nature’s laws, with the result that in 
the public mind He is regarded as an angry 
Deity taking summary vengeance upon promis­
cuous communities all over the world for their 
sinful and rebellious attitude toward Him.
The writer often has heard that earthquakes 
and other such visitations are a direct “ act of 
God,” and that for some reason known only to 
the Almighty himself, these happy, peaceful 
communities were suddenly and without warn­
ing converted into broken and twisted masses 
of debris, killing and mangling large numbers of 
men, women and children, and even helpless 
babies. Strangely, such pronouncements have 
been made from pulpits all over the land in 
connection with almost every major disaster in 
the last century.
This was true in connection with the Johns­
town flood, notwithstanding that investigating 
engineers definitely fixed the responsibility in 
the faulty construction of the dam some miles 
above the city. Weather forecasters predicted 
the storm that culminated in the wall of water 
that swept over a large section of the city of Gal­
veston at least thirty-six hours before it took 
place. Is it reasonable to assume that Deity 
would have given such advance notice were it 
His purpose to punish a people for their sins, 
and thus give the most guilty a chance to escape 
His vengeance?
Some years ago I saw at the bottom of a moun­
tain canyon the broken and twisted fragments of 
a huge locomotive, and perhaps twenty boxcars. 
Experts employed by the carrier to fix the cause 
came to the conclusion that it was due to a brok­
en flange on one of the drive wheels of the 
engine, causing it to climb the rail at a curve. 
It did not seem to occur to anyone that the loco­
motive works that twenty years before had 
turned out this splendid piece of motive power 
was to blame for this accident. Its service had
been magnificent. During all of these years it 
had obeyed its master’s will, and had hauled in 
safety tens of thousands of passengers, and mil­
lions of tons of merchandise after it became a 
freighter. It had yielded to the directing touch 
of its engineer, and now here it lay broken be­
yond repair. Reason tells us that this was not 
an “act of God,” or even chargeable to the negli­
gence of man, but just an unavoidable accident, 
and was so decided by the coroner’s jury inves­
tigating the death of the engine crew.
When the Almighty in His infinite wisdom 
created this world and gave it its orbit and place 
amongst the galaxy of heavenly bodies, He 
promulgated certain immutable laws for its 
guidance and control. It is therefore not surpris­
ing that upon quite rare occasions these laws 
come into violent conflict with the result that 
accidents occur.
Scientists seem to have no difficulty in agree­
ing as to the cause of these cataclysmic visita­
tions, and they place the responsibility where it 
rightfully belongs. They tell us that earthquakes 
are due to slippage of the earth’s crust where 
underlying “ faults” exist which occasionally 
shift; that tornadoes are caused by atmospheric 
pressure and conflicting air currents; that cer­
tain barometric conditions produce cloudbursts 
and resulting floods; that the earth hurtling 
through space at the rate of more than a thou­
sand miles a minute, crosses the path of some 
vagrant heavenly body, with the result a meteor 
crosses the sky and is detroyed by the friction 
thus created, or if large, falls to the earth. One 
fell in 1908 in an uninhabited part of Siberia, 
killing fifteen reindeer and tearing several thou­
sand acres of timber into matchwood. The fact 
that all these so-called “acts of God” can be 
readily explained, removes them from the realm 
of the supernatural.
The hit-and-miss character of these startling 
occurrences also removes them from classifica­
tion as divine visitations, for is it not a fact that 
violent earthquakes are recorded upon seismo­
graphs and we are informed that they occurred 
upon the “ocean’s bed” ? The only cyclone of im­
portance that ever visited the state of Wash­
ington, tore a great pathway through the prime­
val forest of the Olympic Peninsula without in­
juring a human being. Meteor Mountain in Ari­
zona, with its yawning crater, was caused by the 
visit of a huge meteorite weighing at least a mil­
lion tons, long before the memory of man. If its 
visit had been delayed and it had struck in the 
center of great population, perhaps millions of 
lives would have been lost, and more material 
furnished for those seemingly eager to charge
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our loving heavenly Father with outpourings of 
wrath.
The Bible states that “ sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily,” and also that 
“God hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness.” It is there­
fore fallacious to attribute these calamities to 
any direct act of His. It not only creates doubt 
as to His “ loving kindness and tender mercies,” 
but inspires fear instead of love. A right under­
standing of these things will go a long way to­
ward restoring to the human mind the love and 
respect that is due Him.
No one could visit the hospitals where lay the 
mutilated forms of little boys and girls that had 
been caught in the falling walls and roofs of 
buildings poorly constructed and inadequately 
reinforced, and feel that our heavenly Father 
deliberately wrought this havoc.
It is true there are lessons to be learned. 
“Here we have no continuing city,” and we 
“seek a city whose builder and maker is God,” 
where tears are unknown. Yes, “ the foundation 
of God standeth sure,” and those who are 
anchored in Him have an abiding faith that re­
mains unshaken when terra firma itself is rock­
ing at our feet.
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the flood are two 
outstanding exceptions.
i  S. T. Ludwig It *
Tarry Ye -  Go Ye -  Win Ye
The Summer and Fall Program 
Sponsored by the G eneral N. Y.P.S.
1. Launching the Program—A series of local 
and district holiness rallies for youth, planned 
and promoted by local societies or district organ­
izations. This will begin May 30 (Memorial 
Day) and continue over June 1 (Pentecost Sun­
day) . The rallies may be any one or all of these 
dates, as desired.
2. A  series of one-day conferences across the 
United States and Canada sponsored by the 
General Council and for the purpose of carrying 
forward the spirit of holiness and evangelism 
emphasized by our General Convention. It will 
also help our young people to get ready for a 
practical program of Christian work and action 
during the fall and winter months. These con­
ferences. will be held in key cities across the 
nation'.
3. A  second series of holiness rallies spon­
sored locally or by the district on Labor Day, 
September 1. The purpose of these rallies being 
to set forth specifically the beginning of the 
“Tarry Ye—Go Ye—Win Ye” program.
4. “Tarry Ye” period—September 4 to 14. 
During this time emphasis will be given upon 
personal devotion; waiting before the Lord; ask­
ing God what He would have us do; and definite 
direction for the days ahead. A special effort 
will be made to influence Christian young people 
who are not sanctified to seek and obtain this 
glorious experience.
5. “ Go Ye” period—September 18 to 28. A 
ten-day period of simultaneous and united effort 
will be made to contact thousands of un­
churched young people throughout the nation. 
This will be a great effort to enlist personal 
workers for the cause of Christ.
6. Young People’s Day in the church—Sep­
tember 28. This will come at the conclusion of 
the “Go Ye” period and will emphasize the re­
sponsibility and loyalty which young people 
have to the church. It will be an attempt to 
bring together the forces of youth (after the 
irregularities of summer vacations, etc.) and 
focus them upon the evangelistic mission of the 
church.
7. A  “Win Ye” period—Immediately follow­
ing the special day, our societies will be chal­
lenged to continue throughout the fall and win­
ter months a vital program of evangelism seek­
ing to win the unchurched young people to 
Christ which they have contacted during the 
“Go Ye” period.
Let us pray—then go—and win for Christ!
How to Use the 
Nazarene News Bureau
D ISTRICT Superintendents, college presidents and pastors having any of our general men for a single 
service, convention or revival, have access to the Naza­
rene News Bureau, and should make use of it. When 
one of the general officers is in tour with the Superin­
tendent in a district, arrangements for news service 
should be made by the District Superintendent for the 
entire tour; and in such case, pastors should leave the 
matter to him.
In every case, the Bureau should be informed at least 
ten days or two weeks in advance, and should have full 
particulars as to the nature of the meetings. The name 
and street address of the church used for services should 
be given.
When there are two or more newspapers published in 
a city, the Bureau should be advised on which paper 
to service. It is not generally possible to get proper
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coverage by both papers. In case of tours, where the 
District Superintendent is not supposed to know which 
paper the pastors prefer, our policy is to service the paper 
with the largest circulation.
Our stories are usually sent a few days in advance, 
for release on proper date. It is well for a local pastor 
to check on the story with his editor, and supply with 
any other material he may desire.
Most papers with circulation of 100,000 or more, prefer 
glossies to mats and we hope to be able to meet this 
situation within the next few months.
In district assemblies and conventions, local reporters 
should be named to supplement the work of the News 
Bureau. This keeps an editor informed on the doings 
of the convention day by day. Then the editor uses the 
Bureau stories all during the convention for reference 
on the leading lights of the assembly, with titles, positions, 
etc., who must be mentioned again and again. It must 
be ever borne in mind that editors are not familiar with 
our men, methods and course of procedure. If they are 
not clearly informed, they are likely to get many things 
mixed up, and subject us to the temptation of criticizing 
them unduly. Editors are usually very anxious to publish 
facts as they are, and they greatly appreciate faithful and 
patient co-operation.
We are encouraged by the ever-widening scope of serv­
ice that the Bureau can render, and with the ever-in­
creasing demands made upon it as our people come more 
and more to understand its purpose and mission. Last 
month we sent out two hundred stories and mats on the 
travels and work of our general officers, college presi­
dents, District Superintendents and missionaries. They 
went to editors of large and small newspapers in twenty- 
five states of the Union.
When we can be of service to you, address: The Naza- 
rene News Bureau, J. W. Montgomery, Director, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.
Problems Peculiar to Preachers
Charles A. G ibson
This department is designed to present practical solu­
tions for problems peculiar to preachers. Send your 
questions (no theological questions) to Preacher’s Mag­
azine, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
Q. I serve a small country church that has been in 
existence for a number of years. The membership is 
small, and they do not see the need of regular board 
meetings. How can I conduct these as is suggested so 
often in your column and urged by others of the church?
A. There are sometimes local conditions where the 
regularity cannot be worked out as in the ordinary 
church. Yet I cannot understand running a church 
without some regular reports as to finances, plans and 
other items of church activity. You could have a regu­
lar board meeting in connection with the prayermeet- 
ing once a month, and a report of finances and prog­
ress then. It seems that without following a regular 
program the business of the church would be neglected. 
It is true that you regularly have Sunday services, 
regularly have prayermeeting, and therefore in order to 
give the business side of the church attention, as well 
as the preaching and spiritual side, you should have 
regular business meetings (Romans 12: 11).
Q. Should we always pray before we take the col­
lection?
A. I question the wisdom of having public prayer in 
every service before the offering is taken. I think this 
should be a regular practice in the Sunday morning 
service, and it could be a regular practice to be fol­
lowed in the Sunday evening service; but to practice 
it each time the collection is taken will make it a mere 
form rather than worship, and it will be consuming of 
time when form takes the place of worship. This mat­
ter should be given careful attention by every pastor.
Q. In evangelistic work, I often have been embar­
rassed by the talk of the pastor and his family regard­
ing former evangelists and their work. The comparisons 
of men who had held previous meetings were of such 
a nature as to put me on the spot and confuse me in 
anything I might do. What can I do in such a case?
A. I do not know that there is anything that you can 
do if you get into a plight such as this. I am sure that 
pastoral ethics would not permit one to speak like this 
regarding former evangelists. I trust that any pastor 
who has done such will check up and protect his evan­
gelists by keeping clear on this line. When a pastor 
thinks this over he will see the hardship he is working 
on the present evangelist, and by keeping him from 
doing his best, will cause a hardship on the church the 
pastor serves.
Q. I am a local preacher, working at a job and serv­
ing a small church. I do not tithe at the church where 
I hold my membership or at the small place where I 
preach, feeling that my services there represent a value 
equal to my tithe. Is my attitude correct?
A. I would say that your attitude is not correct. Re­
gardless of how much you give the church in service, 
you should pay your tithe into the church, then the 
church should pay you a salary including your own 
and the tithes of others; thus the church will be trained 
in the art of giving and also in the art of supporting 
the ministry. If you continue as pastor and continue 
this plan that you suggest, you will train a church to 
take and receive without giving due consideration to 
the man of God. You definitely owe it to yourself and 
the church to pay your tithe and then have the church 
pay a salary. While on this subject, I would state that 
no janitor, organist, or other church worker, should 
consider his services as his tithe, but if remuneration is 
demanded and agreed on, same should be paid, and then 
these persons should pay their tithes back into the 
church.
Q. I am an evangelist and have a call to a city where 
I formerly was a pastor. I am not sure that I should 
go. My pastoring there might raise a question regarding 
my coming back so soon. What is your advice?
A. Since there is a question in your mind, it might 
be best not to go. If everything was clear, there would 
be no question in your mind. You state in your letter, 
although not in the question, that if the District Su­
perintendent and the local pastors of the town would
O.K. your going you would go. Never write that in­
formation to any pastor in the city. Rather talk with 
the Superintendent, and any pastor you feel you should 
talk with, and when you have found their view, keep 
same in strictest confidence, and abide by them as those 
who have the work of the Lord at heart. Should you 
tell it around that you would come if the Superintend­
ent would approve, or if a local pastor would not ob­
ject, you immediately raise a question and put these
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men on the spot. I am sure it would be no advantage 
to you, and a complication for them. Unless every­
thing is clear, do not go. There would be times when 
a pastor returning for a meeting would be very profita­
ble, but be sure that the path ahead is clear and every 
man involved is protected, so that you will be clear 
when you go.
Q. Our church needs a new building, but I see no 
way to promote a building program, since we are some­
what in debt as we now stand, and we have only a 
basement church. What should we do?
A. I could not advise you so far from your scene of 
action, but I gather from what you say that you have an 
obligation on the basement that you now worship in. 
However, if that obligation is not too large and if you 
have served there any length of time, it would seem 
that you should have been able to nearly blot out these 
obligations by way of raising money and paying them 
in the time that you have served. 1 know of churches 
five or six years old which have built basements and 
paid for them, kept up all other expenses, and are now 
in the process of building new tops and going forward 
in the second step of a building program.
I would gather from what you say in your letter 
that you are a man who sympathizes with your people, 
and feel that they are doing all they can do and pos­
sibly more. That even the support of yourself is too 
much of an obligation to ask them for; when the facts 
are, not one of them has done all he could do, and not 
one has done all he would do if you would challenge 
them to do greater things rather than sympathize with 
them in the small things that they do. It would seem 
that God would help you by a balanced program to en­
large the Sunday school to such a capacity that the small 
building would not hold the people. Besides that, no 
church can build a Sunday school in a basement as 
well as if they had a well equipped building; and the 
effort that you now put forth is fifty per cent lost in 
the building itself. The same effort put forth in an 
adequate building would furnish you' with twice the 
Sunday school scholars, and in all probability twice as 
many people to preach to, and a more stable people on 
the field. I believe that in any ordinary field, a pastor 
should pay off the debt and be in a position to build 
in the course of six or eight years’ time if he will work 
at it hard and keep the matter before the people, and 
keep prayerful about it.
I note that you tell me the size of your building, and 
that you may have to enlarge in putting on the super­
structure. Certainly God is able to help you in any 
problem that you may have and bring to pass a victory 
in that place. I have not time to point you to definite 
illustrations where the same took place, but I could by 
correspondence tell you of twenty-five places where the 
complications seemed to be greater than yours, and yet 
where God has helped our people to erect a fine struc­
ture to the glory of God. I would say, have faith your­
self, roll up your sleeves and go at it, and by the grace 
of God, accomplish a victory regardless of what the 
opposition might be.
Q. What is the normal attitude the pastor should take 
toward evangelists who send advertisements of them­
selves through the mail? I know many pastors who are 
repelled rather than attracted by such a practice.
A. In a way, this questions answers itself. This 
means of soliciting does not meet with satisfaction from 
pastors receiving such circulars. However, so many 
pastors fail to properly advertise their evangelists when 
a meeting is planned. The evangelist is only trying to
help the pastor by sending samples of revival advertis­
ing that has been used in other churches. I trust that 
this answer shows the two distinct phases of this state­
ment. The sample advertising should not come until 
after definite arrangements for a meeting have been 
completed.
Q u e stio n—What constitutes a pastoral call? If a pas­
tor drives fifteen miles and finds no one at home, should 
he include this os o call? Would not a note, showing 
his interest, accomplish nearly as much as if the call 
were made?
A n sw e r—This is a problem that faces every pastor. 
I think the question answers itself. If a pastor drove 
this far and found no one at home, left a note stating 
his call, and left word of his interest in the family’s 
welfare, it would constitute a call. No pastor ean state 
definitely what a pastoral call is or how much time he 
should spend to make one. A pastoral call is a call on 
someone interested in the church, or on someone whom 
the pastor desires to interest. In either case, the efforts 
of the pastor should be centered on getting the person 
called on more deeply interested in the Christ of the 
Church.
Q. What steps should a pastor take when he wants to 
change fields?
A. First, he must sift his feelings to learn if they are 
free from selfishness. It may be that the task has been 
hard and he chafes under the load. Occasionally his 
wife does not like the parsonage, or maybe she does 
not like the town and even some folks in it. It is pos­
sible that he feels that his field does not give proper 
opportunity to present his talents. All of these and 
many more must be analyzed to ascertain whether the 
desire is motivated by any selfish interest. If the 
above, with its related reasons, are the motivating issues, 
it will call for a different strategy from that if the 
term of office has been long, or if the conditions of 
the church are bad, or if the church people are dis­
satisfied, or if a physical or financial condition has de­
veloped that produces a condition warranting the de­
sire.
I of course understand that in any of these cases the 
District Superintendent and the pastor will likely have 
the first talk about this desire and its related condi­
tions. This talk should be frank and full. When these 
two have agreed, the church can be advised, and the 
Superintendent and pastor will work together, and 
where full confidence in one another is enjoyed the 
matter will be adjusted in proper time by the pastor 
receiving a proper call. It is possible that for some 
reason the pastor who desires a change would like to 
change districts, and in this case it is a proper step to 
inform both the Superintendent where the pastor would 
like to go and also his own Superintendent. It will 
be found that the Superintendent with whom the pastor 
is now working can render valuable assistance in se­
curing a pastorate in another district.
It does not seem fair to allow a church to vote to 
return a pastor for another year when that pastor al­
ready has made up his mind that he will not return. 
Nor should he allow a vote lest he would not get an­
other place, for to so do is to live with a lowered if 
not a guilty conscience the whole year. We believe 
that God will direct His own, and that He will care 
for us as He has promised; therefore we ever must 
keep free from acts that will put us on our own and 
rob us of trust in Him.
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THE PREACHER’S WORKSHOP
A n  e x c h a n g e  o f  m e th o d s , p la n s  a n d  s e a s o n a l  s u g g e s t io n s . If y o u  
h a v e  d is c o v e r e d  a n  id e a  th a t  h a s  p r o v e d  s u c c e s s fu l  in 
y o u r  c h u r c h ,  s e n d  it in .
Roy E. Swim
AWAY
I cannot say and I will not say
That he is dead—he is just away!
With a cheery smile and a wave of 
the hand
He has wandered into an unknown 
land,
And left us dreaming how very fair
It needs must be since he lingers 
there.
And we—oh, we, who the wildest 
yearn
For the old-time step and the glad 
return,
Think of him faring on, as dear
In the love of There as the love of 
Here.
Think of him still as the same, I say;
He is not dead—he is just away!
— J a m e s  W h it c o m b  R il e y .
THE SALVATION OF YOUTH
The following statistics show us 
the importance of winning souls in 
their youth:
Nineteen out of every twenty who 
ever get saved do so before they 
reach the age of twenty-five.
After twenty-five, only one in
10 ,000 .
After thirty-five, only one in
50.000.
After forty-five, only one in 200,- 
000.
After fifty-five, only one in 300,- 
000.
After sixty-five, only one in 500,- 
000.
After seventy-five, only one in
700.000.
Dr. Wilbur Chapman tested a
meeting where 4,500 were present.
The result was—
400 were saved before ten years 
of age.
600 were saved between twelve and 
fourteen.
600 were saved between fourteen 
and sixteen.
1,000 were saved between sixteen 
and twenty.
Twenty-five were saved after thirty 
years of age.
1,875 were unsaved.
Gipsy Smith once said, “Save an 
old man and you save a unit; save a
child and you save a multiplication 
table.”
—The Free Methodist.
THE FAMILY ALTAR A SAFE­
GUARD
It makes it a little harder for a boy 
to go wrong if he starts out from a 
home that has kept the family altar 
intact.
It is very difficult to make the 
children believe that the church is 
important if the parents take them 
out of Sunday school for Sunday pic­
nics.
No church will ever save the world 
by letting down the bars.
—The Christian Advocate.
EDUCATION AND THE FEAR OF 
GOD
“Without the fear of God, nothing 
can be secure for one moment. With­
out the control of moral and religious 
principles, education is a drawn sword 
in the hands of a gigantic maniac.” 
— D r . H e r m a n  H u m p h r e y .
WISE USE OF KNOWLEDGE
“The wise carry their knowledge 
as they do their watches, not for dis­
play, but for their use.”
— S ir  T h o m a s  B r o w n e .
CHRIST MEETS THE WORLD’S 
NEEDS
Dr. T. Z. Koo, one of China’s lead­
ers of Christian youth, has an address 
that is much like a gem carved in re­
lief, and his manner of delivering it 
is a part also of the lapidary’s art. 
He says in effect:
“The world is suffering tensions 
today because it has developed in 
sectors and not as a unit. India and 
related lands put the emphasis upon 
the relation between man and the 
divine. They have therefore devel­
oped a theological culture. China and 
related lands put the emphasis upon 
the relation between man and man, 
and have developed an ethical cul­
ture. The West puts the emphasis 
upon the relation between man and 
the external world, and has developed 
a scientific culture. That is one rea­
son why I became a Christian. Christ 
has all three in exquisite balance.” 
—Today.
CHEAP SECULAR SUBSTITUTES
A modern scholar, critical of the 
Christian Church, has uttered this bit 
of sarcasm: “The spirit of man craves 
for a friendly God and you give him 
economics. He asks for immortality 
and you say, ‘Be content, here are 
beer and bacon.’ In the new Garden 
of Eden, when we enter it, there will 
be good roads and water supply, un­
limited picture houses, unstinted soft 
drinks, excellent sanitation. But there 
will be no far horizons and invincible 
hopes. We shall cease to think of 
birth and death, of the infini 
God, and the sublime secrets of , the 
universe.”—H . T. K e r r  in Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School Bulletin.
DID THIS EVER HAPPEN?
Someone has offered the “man who 
never goes to church any more” the 
following little letter to think about: 
“I never go to the movies nowa­
days because my parents made me go 
too often when I was a boy. Also, no 
one at the movies ever spoke to me, 
and every time I go someone asks me 
for money. The manager never calls 
on me, and the people who attend are 
not all they should be.”—The Watch- 
man-Examiner.
MEMORABLE MISSIONARY 
SAYINGS
“Let us advance upon, our knees.” 
— J o s e p h  H a r d y  N e e s im a .
“A  true missionary never kr 
defeat.”—R e v . A. A .  F u l t o n .
“I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision.”—S a i n t  P a u l .
“Go ye therefore and make dis­
ciples of all the nations” (R .  V , )  —  
J e s u s  in the Great Commission.
“That land is henceforth my country 
which most needs the gospel.”—C o u n t  
ZlNZENDORF.
“Expect great things from God; at­
tempt great things for God.”—W i l ­
l i a m  C a r e y .
“Prayer and pains, through faith in 
Jesus Christ will do anything.”—J o h n  
E l i o t ,  apostle to the Indians of New 
England.
“Oh, let me pray once more for 
Fiji!”—J o h n  H u n t ’ s  dying words.
“If I had a thousand lives to live, 
Africa should have them all.”—B is h o p  
M c K e n z ie .
“The prospect is as bright as the 
promises of God.”— A d o n ir a m  J u d s o n .
“God buries His workmen but'He 
carries on His work.”— J o h n  W e s le y .
“I cannot, I dare not go up to the 
judgment till I have done the utmost 
God enables me to do to diffuse His 
glory through the world.”— D r . A s a -  
h e l  G r a n t  of Persia in Wesleyan 
Methodist.
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THE WILL OF GOD
A missionary was leaving to go to 
Africa. Said a friend to him, “Well, I 
suppose you are going to Africa to 
win a lot of souls.”
“No,” said the prospective mission­
ary, “I am going to do the will of 
God.” There is nothing so important 
for any Christian as to do the will of 
God. That is our one and only busi­
ness. Whatever that will is in accept­
ing and standing for God’s Word of 
truth, is of paramount importance. 
Whether or not our efforts may be 
cro\ Jd with the applause of the 
world for material success makes no 
difference. Those who apparently 
lose as the world sees it, are really 
successful and will be  rewarded in 
due time by the Judge of all the 
earth. Success in God’s sight is to do 
His will.—The Brethren Evangelist.
SACRIFICE
The arrival in this country from 
China of five-year-old Helen Priscilla 
Stam recalls another story of heroic 
Christian martyrdom. Helen, for 
whom a friendly Chinese gave up his 
life, is the daughter of the Rev. and 
Mrs. John C. Stam, a young mission­
ary couple from Philadelphia, who 
were murdered by Chinese brigands 
in 1934. They died as courageously 
and triumphantly as did the Christian 
martyrs of ancient times. And so did 
the friendly Chinese, probably a 
Christian also, who pleaded for the 
life _ .f the child, who was then but two 
moi?3is old. “Who will forfeit his 
life for the child?” the Communist 
bandit officer asked. This man
promptly volunteered and was killed 
on the spot, but the baby was spared, 
and is now in the care of Mrs. Stam’s 
parents, Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Scot, 
Presbyterian missionaries, who have 
spent many years in China, now home 
on a year’s furlough.—Christian Un­
ion Herald.
THE MISSIONARY’S PRAYER
From prayer that asks that I may be 
Sheltered from winds that beat on 
Thee
From fearing when I should aspire, 
From faltering when I should climb 
higher,
From silken self, O Captain, free 
Thy soldier who would follow Thee!
From subtle love of softening things, 
From easy choices, weakenings—
Not thus are spirits fortified.
Not this way went the Crucified— 
From all that dims Thy Calvary,
O Lamb of God, deliver me.
Give me that love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope no disappointments tire,
The passion that will burn like fire, 
Let me not sink to be a clod;
Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God.
—A. W. C. in Western Oklahoma Dis­
trict Bulletin.
SELECTIONS FROM JOHN WESLEY
Let not regard for any man induce 
you to betray the truth of God.
Let modesty appear in all your 
words and actions.
Beware of judging people to be 
either right or wrong by your own 
feelings.
I believe it is my duty to speak 
with all freedom.
I dare no more fret than curse or 
swear.
I bless God I have no vilent pas­
sions.
Keep at the utmost distance from 
religious gossiping.
Every victory which a soul gains 
is the effect of prayer.
If you cannot reason or persuade a 
man in the truth, never attempt to 
force him into it.
Speak as earnestly as you can, and 
speak with all your heart.
Pursue with all your heart inward 
and outward holiness.
There is a dignity in simplicity 
which is not disagreeable to those of 
highest rank.
Truth and falsehood are often di­
vided by an almost imperceptible line.
Temptation is the fire that brings 
up the scum of the unregenerate 
heart.
Come back to the plain religion of 
the Bible.
Keep the good old way; go steadily 
in this path; there is none better.
The great point of all is a heart and 
a life entirely devoted to God.— 
Quoted in The Pilgrim Holiness Ad­
vocate.
THE GREAT CHRISTIAN CLASSICS
Professor John F. Lyons has enu­
merated seven great Christian clas­
sics, in addition to the Bible, that have 
come down to us through the cen­
turies. These, he declares, a minister 
should read for breadth of vision and 
depth of insight. The list: Augustine’s 
Confessions (Fourth Century); Thom­
as a Kempis’ Imitation of Christ; Cal­
vin’s Institutes; Jeremy Taylor’s Holy 
Living and Holy Dying; Pascal’s 
Thoughts; Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Pro­
gress; and John Wesley’s The Journal.
“ I doubt if there is in the world a 
single problem, whether social, political, 
or economic, which would not find a 
ready solution if men and nations would 
rule their lives according to the plain 
teachings of the Sermon on the Mount.” 
— F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt.
SENTENCE SERMONS
B uford B a ttin
Better suffer a wrong than to assert 
a right in a wrong way.
If sin is twofold in its nature then 
the cure for sin would necessarily 
have to be twofold in its nature.
Many are seeking opportunities, 
when they really need an oculist.
God wants to take us out of the 
world and the world out of us.
While religion does not always en­
rich people, irreligion does much to 
impoverish them.
The mill will never grind again with 
the water that is past.
Christless marriages lead to godless 
homes and often to lawless divorces.
No man can find himself in a situ­
ation that others have not met suc­
cessfully.
Speak of men’s virtues as if they 
were your own and of their vices as 
if you were liable for their punish­
ment.
Religion is one of those things that 
the more we export the more we have.
Dreams come true when you wake 
up and hustle.
Truth always brings division be­
tween right and wrong.
The way some preachers use a text, 
if it had the smallpox the sermon 
would not catch it.
A shady business never yields a 
sunny life.
Service is the yardstick by which 
our greatness is measured.
It is one thing to get educated and 
another thing to keep educated.
AN INEXHAUSTIBLE SOURCE
After preaching the gospel for forty 
years, and after printing the sermons 
I have preached more than six and 
thirty years, reaching now to the 
number of 22,000, in weekly succes­
sion, I am fairly entitled to speak 
about the fullness and the richness of 
the Bible as a preacher’s book. Breth­
ren, it is inexhaustible. No question 
about freshness will arise if we keep 
close to the text of the sacred volume. 
There can be no difficulty about find­
ing themes totally distinct from those 
we have handled before; the variety 
is as infinite as the fullness. A long 
life will suffice only to skirt the 
shores of this great continent of light. 
In the forty years of my ministry I 
have only touched the hem of the 
garment of divine truth; but what 
virtue has flowed out of it! The Word 
is like its Author—infinite, immeas­
urable, without end. If you were or­
dained to be a preacher through eter­
nity, you would have before you a 
theme equal to everlasting demands. 
—C. H. S purgeon .
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A Preaching Program 
for May, 1941
Ralph Schurman
The writer of The Preaching Program for this month 
spent his boyhood days in New England, uniting with the 
Church of the Nazarene in 1905 at Somerville, Mass. Com­
pleting his academic work at Olivet College in 1917, he en­
listed in the V. S. Naval Aviation forces during the first 
World War. His ministerial training was received at 
Eastern Nazarene College, and at Gordon College, Bos­
ton, where he also was a student at the New England 
Conservatory of Music. He was the founder and organizer 
of our church in Jamestown, New York, introducing the 
Church of the Nazarene to western New York state with 
his daily Nazarene Radio broadcast. He has served pas­
torates at North Attleboro, Mass., California, Pa., Corydon, 
Pa., Toronto, Ohio, Reading, Pa., and is now pastor at 
Sebring, Ohio; where during the past year a modern brick 
Sunday school unit has been constructed and paid for, 
under his direction, thus providing for new departmental 
work.—M a n a g in g  E d it o r .
SUNDAY, MAY 4, 1941 
MORNING SERVICE
Cleansing the Temple
S cripture L esson— Matthew 21:1-17; 1 Cor. 3:9-17.
T e x t—Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (1 Cor. 3:16).
Introduction
1. The temple, a building hallowed by the special pres­
ence of God and consecrated to His worship. David gath­
ered two billion dollars for its construction. Solomon laid 
the foundation in 1011 B.C. It took seven and one-half 
years in building. Dedicated to the sole worship of 
Jehovah. No unclean thing permitted to pass beyond the 
outer court. Here were lavers for the cleansing of the 
sacrifice. The altar of sacrifice, the holy place and the 
most holy place were found within the temple. To the 
temple the people brought their sin and trespass offering, 
the priest making intercession for them.
2. The temple both honored and dishonored by man. 
For 33 years Solomon’s temple retained its splendor; it 
was plundered by the Egyptians, destroyed by Nebuchad­
nezzar after standing for 424 years. Nehemiah restores 
the ruined city and Ezra brings back the worship from 
the ruins. In 168 B. C. Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated 
the temple, stopped sacrifices and burned swine’s flesh in 
mimicry. So through the years the temple of God has 
been honored and dishonored by men.
3. The temple held in high regard by Christ.
a. To Jesus the temple was “my Father’s house.” He 
had been brought here in observance of the custom when 
eight days old. At twelve years of age he was found 
here by his parents. Here He spoke the words, “I must 
be about my Father’s business.”
b. He dealt positively with temple desecration by 
merchants and money changers. To these he declared 
“My Father’s house shall be called a house of prayer but
ye have made it a den of thieves.” Religion in Christ’s 
day was being commercialized. God’s house stood in need 
of a thorough cleansing and Christ administered this in 
no uncertain manner.
Today we may well take this lesson to heart. Our en­
trance to God’s house should be marked by reverence 
and our behavior in worship services shoujd be marked 
by the divine Presence. Parents and teachers can well 
lead the way to such a cleansing of the temple from the 
light, careless conduct of the average church-goer.
I. B elievers A re S p o k e n  of  a s  t h e  T em ple  of  G od (1 
Cor. 3:9-17)
a. This thought places a new value on every Christian 
believer.
b. If we are to be God’s dwelling place, preparation and 
care must be given in readiness for His occupancy. What­
ever is displeasing and disloyal must be removed. There 
is a sense in which we may purify ourselves. We must do 
all within our power to make this temple of His Spirit 
ready for His indwelling. There may be stones which we 
can roll away: weights which we can lay aside.
Man’s part is found in confession of his need of cleans­
ing, complete consecration of himself as the temple of 
God, and the acceptance of Christ’s provision for His 
sanctification or cleansing (Rom. 12:1; Heb. 10:10, 14).
c. Ceremonial and moral holiness. Both taught in the 
Scriptures. The former had to do with places and things 
made holy by their dedication to God and His service. The 
latter requires the consent and faith of the believer in this 
act of (consecrating and in the act of appropriating by 
faith that holiness which has been provided for him on 
the cross of Calvary.
d. Again there are two inseparable phases to every be­
liever’s cleansing. The first, Christ’s provisional sancti­
fication on the cross (Heb. 13:12). The second, man’s 
part experientially in accepting by faith this provision 
(Acts 15:9; 2 Cor. 7:1).
You should no sooner rest in your provisional holiness 
without making your full consecration and being sancti­
fied wholly, than you first rested in your provisional 
pardon without repenting and believing in your justifica­
tion.
II. G od’s P urpose i n  C le a n sin g  H is  T emple
a. “To redeem us from all inquity, to purify unto him­
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works (Titus 2:14).
b. To make us more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us (Rom. 8:37).
c. To bring complete spiritual health to believers. In 
holiness, the image of God is restored to man. This sanc­
tification is a cleansing from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit. Many good folks who are careful to observe per­
sonal cleanliness of the body are guilty of “spiritual B. O.” 
They unconsciously go about giving offense to all they 
meet by their carnal, haughty attitude and unco-operative 
spirit. These are but symptoms of an inward sickness 
(Rom. 3:13).
d. God’s purpose may be thwarted by men. “For God 
hath not called us unto uncleanness but unto holiness. He 
therefore that despiseth [belittles or undervalues], despis- 
eth not man but God, who hath also given unto us his 
Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 4:7, 8).
III. W itn esses of T em ples C leansed
a. The witness of Peter (Acts 2).
b. The witness of Gentiles receiving the Holy Ghost 
(Acts 11:15).
c. Mrs. C. H. Morris—mother and housewife:
There is sanctifying power like a sweet refreshing shower
Waiting for each consecrated heart;
Power to cleanse us from all sin,
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Power to keep tis pure within,
Power for service which He will impart.
d. Phoebe Palmer:
The cleansing stream, I see, I see 
I plunge and lo it cleanseth me;
O praise the Lord it cleanseth me 
It cleanseth me, it cleanseth me.
C o n c lu sio n—What a glorious privilege is given us as  
believers, to be temples of the Holy Spirit. “This is the 
will of God, even your sanctification.”
Today God no longer dwells in temples of stone, wood 
and mortar, but in the hearts of men (2 Cor. 6; 16).
The prayer of Jesus is that His disciples may be given 
this divine Indweller, that He, the Holy Spirit, might 
abide with them forever. Believer in the Lord Jesus, 
“Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” 
The provision has been made on Calvary; this is His will 
for you; Jesus prayed that you might have Him.
With the Holy Spirit’s baptism you shall be cleansed, 
empowered for service and fitted to be a temple for His 
indwelling.
EVENING SERVICE
The Marks of a Christian
S cripture L esso n—2 Corinthians 11:23-33.
T e x t — For I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus (Gal. 6:17).
For the love of Christ constraineth us (2 Cor. 5:14).
In troduction
1. Men are known by the marks they bear.
a. Cain marked as a murderer.
b. F.B.I. finger print system makes possible the mark­
ing of men so that their identification is but the matter of 
a few minutes when their prints are received at the Fed­
eral Bureau. No two individuals are identical in their 
prints. This makes for speedier crime detection.
c. Racial characteristics differ so that one of a certain 
nationality is easily known by his speech, his customs and 
appearance.
d. Children may be often recognized by traits of family 
resemblance; such as the walking gait of the father, or the 
lovely complexion of the mother. May it not be just as 
true that the child of God bears the marks of divine son- 
ship?
I. W h a t  A re t h e  M a r k s  o f  a  C h r is t ia n ?
1. Can one tell a Christian by what he does not do?
You say a Christian does not dance, drink, gamble, at­
tend theaters; he does not lie, steal or swear. Therefore he 
is a Christian. I am afraid such a definition makes a 
Christian a do nothing. And that is the very charge pre­
ferred against Christians; for it is commonly said, “ If I be­
come a Christian then I cannot go, I cannot do, I cannot 
have fun. Christians are do nothings.”
As one who has been a happy, busy, active Christian for 
many years from the time of boyhood, I take exception 
to that charge.
2. Perhaps, then, you say we can tell a Christian by 
what he does? One says a Christian attends church, prays, 
reads the Bible, keeps the commandments, tithes his 
money, aids the poor and visits the sick. But Jesus once 
found a group that practiced these religious duties with 
great zeal and warned, “Except your righteousness exceed 
the righteousness of the Pharisees, you shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
Evidently there must be a mark of more certain identi­
fication than the doing or the not doing of good and evil: 
for all of us can recall men who attend church because it
is good business or politics; while some do not dance be­
cause of corns, or do not take up the tobacco habit be­
cause it is expensive. It would seem we must examine the 
inward motive for behavior if we would know a Christian.
II. L et Us E x a m in e  S o m e  of T h e s e  M a r k s
1. A supreme love for God. The First Commandment 
Jesus taught to be, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind and 
with all thy strength.”
What is the distinguishing mark of the worldling? Is it 
not that he loves the world and the things of the world? 
Self-amusement and self-satisfaction are his chief pur­
suit. To obtain this he puts God, the church, his Bible and 
the divine purpose for his life all in the background. He 
daily breaks The Commandments and lives as though God 
did not exist.
But you are a Christian. That being so have we not the 
right to look for the marks of the Lord Jesus in your 
life? That mark which above all others distinguishes you 
from the worldly sinner is a supreme love for God. Such 
love makes His service a delight, makes the prayermeet- 
ing a season of anticipation; and the sacrifices along the 
way but trifles.
A  little Japanese girl was once met by a tourist. She 
carried a chubby baby on her back and played in the 
streets as though she bore no burden. Asked, “Isn’t the 
baby pretty heavy for you?” she replied with a smile, “Oh, 
no sir. You see he is my brother.” That is love. “Love 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Love never faileth.” Love is the first 
mark of the genuine Christian.
III. L et Us S e e k  a  S econd M a r k  of t h e  L ord J esus
Can it be self-renunciation? We read concerning Jesus,
He “made himself of no reputation” (Phil. 2:7).
Paul the apostle testifies that he bears the marks of the 
Lord Jesus. Can we find this mark in his life also? I 
hear him say, “Neither count I my life dear unto myself” 
(Acts 20:24). “For I am the least of all the apostles” (1 
Cor. 15:9). Surely to renounce honors, position and fame 
for Christ’s sake is a mark of discipleship.
IV. A  T h ird  M a r k — A P ure H eart an d  L ife
His enemies Christ challenged with the question, 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?” Pilate, His judge, 
declared, “I find no fault in him.”
To be a Christian is surely to bear some resemblance in 
character to Christ.
Jesus prayed for His followers, “I pray not that they be 
taken out of the world but that they may be kept from 
the evil.”
Illu stratio n— If God can so create a worm that it can 
pass through mud and mire without a trace of that mud 
left upon it, can He not cause a Christian to pass through 
the world and yet keep pure? If God can cause a lily to 
retain the spotless purity of its petals amidst waters of 
the stagnant pond, can He not keep us from evil though 
surrounded by its influence? “Blessed are the pure in 
heart for they shall see God.”
Illu stratio n— Mrs. Whittemore, God’s handmaid of the 
Bowery, could go into that section each night and not 
only keep her purity, but could stoop down and place the 
kiss of love upon the cheek of the fallen girl that brought 
hope and salvation to the heart of Delia of Mulberry Bend.
V. C o m p a ssio n  for t h e  L o s t : a  D is t in g u is h in g  M a r k  
of  t h e  L ord Jesus
You can measure a man by his interests. If he is con­
cerned solely with himself and his immediate family his 
is a narrow life. If he sees only the immediate needs 
within his own community he is a small-souled individual. 
It takes a Christian to see, hear and feel for a lost world.
One day as Jesus walked with His disciples they talked 
together of the fields through which they were passing
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and noted the goodly harvest. Their thoughts were only 
of that which was before them. But the Master was re­
minded at once of a far greater harvest already whitening, 
and He spoke, saying, “Lift up your eyes and look on the 
fields for they are white already to harvest.” He was con­
cerned with the world harvest of souls.
We saw this Christlike compassion in the life of the late 
General Superintendent Reynolds. He took the world'up­
on his own heart and daily lifted the missionaries of the 
church to his heavenly Father in prayer.
God give us more of this compassion for the lost.
VI. A  F ixed  P urpose
In a world where our interests and concerns are 
claimed by so many countless minor and secondary ob- 
jects we need to constantly guard ourselves against pur­
poseless lives. We may become automatons of this ma­
chine age, going through the motions of every day exist­
ence without a goal or a motive for reaching beyond.
Christ’s life was marked by a fixed purpose. Life is 
short. Life is given for serious purpose. Christ’s course 
was marked by that word “must.” “I must be about my 
Father’s business.” “I must needs go down into Samaria.” 
“He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.”
Paul also was possessed of this mark of the Lord Jesus, 
“I press toward the mark.” Here we have a concentrated 
purpose, a specializing in one, God-given, supreme task. 
No time here for cheap living. This is the need of our day. 
We spread out so thin trying to do so many little things 
that we find ourselves all used up and not much that is 
worth while accomplished. Life is too short to do every­
thing, to see everything, to go everywhere. We must 
choose wisely what is best. You may miss many things 
that others take in, but you will have something to show 
for your life at the end.
“This one thing I do,” is the mark of the real Christian.
Do you have a strong purpose? Do you love God with 
your whole soul? Are you willing to put yourself and your 
desires second to His? Do you care for the lost for whom 
Christ died? Have you a supreme purpose in life? And 
are you following that purpose?
May you and I be able to say with Paul, “I bear in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”
Illustration—The love slave preferred loving service 
with his master to the freedom of the world: and willing­
ly received the mark of the love slave by having his ear 
bored with the awl. “I love my master, . . .  I will not go 
out free” (Ex. 21:5).
SUNDAY MAY 11, 1941 
MORNING SERVICE
Memories of Mother
S cripture—Luke 1:46-55 
T e xt—Behold thy mother (John 19:27).
(The words depicting the qualities of motherhood may 
be set before the congregation with the first letter of each 
word, together spelling the word Mother.)
Mindful
Observing
True
Heroic
Expectant
Ready
Introduction
Washington Irving has told us, “There is an enduring 
tenderness in the love of a mother to a son that transcends 
all other affections of the heart. It is neither to be chilled 
by selfishness, nor daunted by danger, nor weakened by
worthlessness, nor stifled by ingratitude. She will sacri­
fice every comfort to his convenience; she will surrender 
every pleasure to his enjoyment; she will glory in his 
fame, and exult in his prosperity—and if misfortune over­
take him, he will be dearer to her for his misfortune; and 
if disgrace settle upon his name she will still love and 
cherish him in spite of his disgrace; and if all the world 
besides cast him off she will be all the world to him.”
1. M in d fu l  of O th e r s
One of the characteristic traits of motherhood is her for­
getfulness of self in her care for others. Luke 1 :3 9  reveals 
this trait in Mary the mother of Jesus as she goes to the 
help of Elisabeth.
2. O bserving
Luke 2:19 reveals a second beautiful quality to be found 
in the mothers of men. It would seem that God has given 
to mothers an inner sense of instinct that reveals to their 
eyes what no other mortal can see.
In the lone hours of preparation for the coming of the 
Christ child, “Mary kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart.” Hers was a realization of her Child’s 
true identity that no other on earth yet knew.
This revelation must have come to her afresh when she 
found Him in the temple at twelve years of age and heard 
His words, “Woman, what have I to do with thee? I must 
be about my Father’s business.”
Have not you as a child coming home from school 
troubled with some childish problem wondered how it 
was that Mother knew all about it as soon as you entered 
the house? Surely God has given this inner sight that 
she might better protect her children from the world’s 
troubles.
3. T rue
In the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel we hear the angel 
of the Lord speaking to Mary in these words, “Blessed art 
thou among women.” “The Lord is with thee.” And 
again, “Fear not, for thou hast found favor with God.” 
Here we have given the assurance of God himself to the 
true, faithful mother of Jesus. Her faith in God’s promise 
holds true and again she is commended in Luke 1:45, “And 
blessed is she that believed; for these shall be a perform­
ance of those things which were told her of the Lord.”
The loyalty of a mother’s love causes her to stand by 
even when all others may forsake her boy. Standing at 
the cross of Calvary we find Mary the mother of Jesus, 
when many others have forsook Him and fled. It was 
here that the words of our text were spoken by Jesus, 
“Behold thy mother.”
4. H eroic
It was the mother of Jesus who willingly bore the stig­
ma of suspicion surrounding the virgin birth of our Lord.
It was a mother’s heart which was hurt when religious 
leaders refused to believe her Jesus. When He was re­
jected, spurned, denied, betrayed and crucified it was a 
mother’s heart which shared the greatest sorrow and 
heartbreaking experience a human heart has ever known.
5. E xp e c ta n t
It has been said that to a mother’s eyes her child is 
always beautiful. We do know that ofttimes it has been 
the knowledge that mother expected us to make good that 
has challenged us to our best efforts.
Thus we see the glowing faith and expectancy of a 
mother’s heart in the ability of her boy when one day 
at the wedding feast at Cana the wine was exhausted. 
It was Mary, the mother of Jesus, who spoke the words, 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you do it.” In other words, 
“Don’t worry. Everything will be all right if you trust 
Him. Nothing is too hard for Jesus.”
This wonderful trait of motherhood gave birth to the 
following story: When the entire population of a town
MAY, 1941 (145) PAGE SEVENTEEN
had gathered to say farewell to their soldier boys leaving 
for camp, as they marched by it was noted that one boy 
was out of step with the rest. At once the mother correct­
ed those about her with the proud statement, “They are 
all out of step but Jim.”
6. R ead y
In infancy to hear the cry of distress.
In childhood to comfort and kiss away the tears.
In youth to advise and counsel.
In straying to forgive the prodigal.
M y  M o th er  
God gave to me a mother dear,
To guide my steps aright 
To teach His love and tenderness,
His wisdom and His might.
Her sweet and tender care for me 
Means more each passing day,
So much like His of Galilee,
Willing He all to pay.
When tempted from the right to stray 
For fancies that allure,
Her tender words come hack to me,
“I prayed you would be pure.”
When duty calls me from her side,
Her great heart ever yearns 
That in God’s care I shall abide,
And at His will return.
I do not ask a wiser gift,
A  blessing more divine;
God gave to me a mother dear,
To bless this life of mine.
— B essie  L o ck ar d .
EVENING SERVICE
Life’s Last Thirty Minutes
T ext—Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might: for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl­
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest (Eccl. 
9:10).
Introduction
Canon Liddon once preached a famous sermon on the 
subject, “The First Five Minutes After Death.” In read­
ing the story of “Robert Hardy’s Last Seven Days” one is 
struck with the thought, “Suppose I had but one week 
to live?”
The other day I heard of a man in Chicago named 
Shannon who dreamed he had but thirty minutes with 
which to prepare for death. I have since been asking 
myself, “If I knew I had but thirty minutes to live, how 
would I wish to spend them?”
Time is short ’tis true. God’s Word urges us to “Buy 
up the time. Redeem the time for the days are evil.” 
Invest your time wisely. Spend it frugally. Value your 
moments, days and hours. One has said, “Time is 
money,” but I would say to you, “Time is your life.” 
We are not unlike men living in a death cell. Our days 
are numbered. Already the marks of time, toil and disease 
are seen upon our bodies.
A dying infidel is known to have cried to his physician, 
“Half of my fortune for one more hour.” But that hour 
was not the physician’s to give.
One has written, “Lost somewhere between sunrise and 
sunset, two golden hours; each set with sixty diamond
minutes. No reward is offered for they are gone for­
ever.”
Another has said, “Five minutes now is worth far-more 
than five years in eternity. For what I must do can be 
done only now, and if left undone will be left undone 
through all eternity.”
Among the most glorious utterances of Jesus Christ was 
that one from the cross. “It is finished!”
And those words from the 17th chapter of John, “ I have 
glorified Thee on earth, I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do.”
Likewise we have the triumphant cry from Paul as he 
comes to the close of life’s little day, “I have fought a good 
fight. I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 
To each of us God has given a task. May we be able to 
say as we come to the close of life’s brief journey, “It is 
finished, the work thou gavest me to do.”
Then the way we do the job shows how we value it. 
If we dilly dally, poke along, do shoddy work, we bring 
discredit on Christ and the Church. Do not kill time and 
do not wish it away.
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest” (Eccl. 
9:10).
Too late to learn lessons in the grave.
Too late to be sorry in the grave.
Too late to change your ways or turn over a new leaf 
in the grave. Do it now. Do it with all thy might.
One-sixteenth of a second is missing in reckoning time 
between Greenwich time and Paris. English and French 
astronomers and scientists unite their efforts to find this 
lost fraction of a second of time. Equipped with expen­
sive instruments they give their undivided attention to 
this problem. For well they know that this slight loss 
might change the boundary lines of nations and place 
thousands outside the limits of their native land forever.
Thinking of these things, the brevity of time, the uncer­
tainty of life; I suddenly become aware that I might be 
facing “Life’s Last Thirty Minutes.” That in my present 
deep quandary of thought I have already let five of those 
last precious thirty minutes slip away.
How C a n  I B est Invest  t h e  F leeting  M o m e n t s?
Like a flood there rushes over me the memory of things 
undone; neglected duties, things put off for a more con­
venient season. “How shall we escape if we neglect?” 
I hasten forth to run that errand of mercy, to speak that 
kind word left unspoken, to make that bit of restitution, 
to ask that word of forgiveness. Oh, I must hurry! Sup­
pose they are not at home. Thus with the speed of light 
another five minutes rushes by.
Wearied with hurried visits I sink in the porch chair 
to catch a brief moment of rest. My eyes close and the 
songs of the birds fall on my ears. Never have they 
seemed so beautiful before. I wonder why I have never 
paused to listen to such glorious music? Then my eyes 
fall on my neglected garden of flowers. The perfume of 
roses is in the air. The beauty of the evening sky fills 
my heart with remorse. All of nature 3eems in tune with 
God, all but me. How is it that I have missed so much 
of this tranquil beauty all about me? With fevered brow 
I arise from my chair. I have lived life on the run. My 
time has been filled so completely with, small, inconse­
quential things that I have missed meeting God in my own 
back yard. Too busy making money to see God, to enjoy 
what God hath prepared for them that love Him. I must 
find friends. A sense of loneliness steals over me as I 
realize I must soon leave all of these things.
To W h o m  S h a l l  I Go?
Will it be with the shop crowd to share in questionable 
stories and worldly chatter for my last fifteen minutes?
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With the movie crowd? With the fellows on the comer? 
Ah, no; there is but one group now I want to be with. I 
quickly make my way to the little church on the cor­
ner. I want to hear them singing again those hymns of 
hope. I wish to feel their friendly handclasp and that 
warm “God bless you, friend.”
Strange now I did not care who saw me enter the 
church. Before I have sometimes felt a bit ashamed about 
this church crowd. As I enter they are singing “Oh, Give 
Me the Old Time Religion.” And for once I too could sing 
it from the depths of my soul, “Oh give me the old time 
religion; oh, give me the joy I can know.”
Strange how I once thought these folks out of date. 
Seems tonight like they have the very faith needed for 
my present need. Time is precious and so with but a 
short, five-minute stay I slip out to spend a few of these 
last thirty with my family at home.
Met by the home folks with words of real welcome I 
am seated in the big chair by the fireplace. Glancing 
across at Mother mending the children’s socks, I notice 
the weary lines of care about her forehead. The familiar 
pictures and mottoes, the comfortable chair, the cheery 
fireplace, all seem so cheerful and satisfying tonight; I 
wonder why I ever thought it necessary to leave these 
dear ones for a night of pleasure. I seem to see the chil­
dren’s disappointed faces and hear them say, “Daddy, 
going out again and leave us tonight?” And a pang of re­
gret sweeps over me.
Glancing at the big clock I am startled to note it is al­
ready twenty past the hour. How time flies. My eyes fall 
upon my Bible. Something about its worn cover seems 
so precious tonight. I wonder why it has been so neglect­
ed of late? Strange how at this late hour I have such a 
strong desire to dig into its treasures; to learn its prom­
ises. Mother used to sing, “I Know God’s Promise Is 
True.” What were those promises? “If we confess our 
sins.” “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden.” Oh, how I wish I had memorized them. I need 
them now.
The hours that I have wasted are so many
The hours I have spent with God have been so few.
How cheap and worthless my magazines, newspapers 
and favorite radio serials look in the light of eternity. No 
wonder I spent so little time with my Bible. I must have 
help. To whom shall I go?
The clock now points to twenty-five minutes after the 
hour.
But five minutes are left of the last thirty God has giv­
en me to live.
Swiftly I cross the threshold to my own bed chamber. 
Closing the door I sink upon my knees.
“God be merciful unto me a sinner. How wasteful, how 
neglectful of Thee, of my church, of my friends, of my 
Bible, of my family, of the best things of life, I have been. 
Yea, even of my own soul. Father forgive me and make 
me ready to die.”
A sweet sense - of forgiveness and peace steals over 
my heart. How near God seems. This is what my soul 
has been starving for. How long I have been feeding 
on husks.
Alone with God the world forbidden 
Alone with God, O blest retreat,
Alone with God and in Him hidden 
Alone with God, communion sweet.
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer 
That calls me from a world of care;
And bids me at my Father’s throne 
Make all my wants and wishes known.
I rise from my knees with a new sense of the value of
life. Facing “Life’s Last Thirty Minutes” :
1. Has revealed to me the brevity of time.
2. The need of living each day right in the sight of
God.
3. The worth of Christian friends and my own home.
4. How much my Bible means to me.
5. The blessing of daily communion with God in 
prayer.
While life is yet afforded me live in the light of tliis 
revelation.
SUNDAY, MAY 18, 1941 
MORNING SERVICE
Ten Tests of Good Religion
James 1
T e xt—For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth (Rom. 1:16).
For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day (2 Tim. 1:12).
Introduction
Religions, sects and creeds are on the increase. One be­
comes bewildered as we look about upon this gullible 
generation. Which way shall I take? All cannot be right. 
How can I know beyond doubt the genuine, the divine 
from the fabricated creeds of men?
May I suggest a soul clinic whereby your problem will 
be solved by Ten Tests of Good Religion?
I. Is Y our R elig io n  P racticable a n d  R easo n a ble?
“Come now and let us reason together saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow” (Isa. 1:18).
Does your religion meet the test of everyday living? 
Or can it be that your religion is like the model of the 
perpetual motion machine at Washington D. C.; a beauti­
ful thing to behold, only it will not work. Does your re­
ligion work to any practical advantage for you in the 
home, the shop or the school? In the text, Rom. 1:16, 
Paul testifies that his religion met this test and showed 
itself a “power unto salvation to everyone that be­
lieveth.”
Do you dare to expose your religion to the test of rea­
son? Isaiah tells us that the Lord invites us to reason to­
gether with Him. The religion of Jesus Christ is 
demonstrable to hard-headed men if they will come with 
an open mind and heart willing to be convinced of 
truth.
Paul, in Romans 12:1, pleads with men to give them­
selves to Christ on the very grounds that this is a reason­
able service.
II. Is Y our R eligion  S a t is f y in g ?
Do you still have a hunger for worldly pleasures and 
companions?
Do you have to force yourself to be good because of 
the rules of your religion? Do you find yourself secret­
ly wishful for that which your religion will not allow 
you? Or can you say with the hymn writer:
All that I need He will always be 
All that I need till His face I see 
All that I need through eternity 
Jesus is all I need.
2 Cor. 5:17 assures us that if we are in Christ old things 
(including worldly appetites) have passed away; behold 
all things have become new. And the psalmist tells us
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of One “who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so 
that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”
III. Is Y our  R eligion  S criptural?
This will narrow down our diagnosis; for there is but 
one religion that can meet the scriptural test, the religion 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Others will employ isolated 
texts to prove their position but will fail to stand under 
the X-ray; the full light of the Scriptures.
We should only build our doctrines and faith upon the 
firm foundation of the Bible. Any religion that denies the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, the exist­
ence of sin in the natural heart and the adequacy of 
Christ’s atonement leaves one in the same hopeless state 
in which it found him.
We should rest our faith not alone upon our exper­
ience or our present feelings. Your religious faith must 
be supported by a more sure foundation; nothing less than 
the sure Word of God. The apostle warns us to “Be ready 
to give a reason for the hope that is within you.” Have 
you a knowledge of the Word of God to support your 
faith under the attack of the tempter? 2 Timothy 2:15 
urges us to “Study to show thyself approved unto God.”
IV. D oes Y our  R eligion  S olve t h e  P roblem  of Y our 
S in s ?
Many teach that one cannot help sinning in thought 
word and deed each day. Romans 3 does give us such 
a dark picture of the universal condition of the natural 
man without Christ.
The Scriptures support the fact that the least possible 
obtainment of saving grace raises men above this plane of 
daily sinning (1 John 3:8, 9). “For he shall save his 
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).
How true it is that a sinner in the pulpit can offer 
but little help to a sinner in the pew. We must have 
found the sin cure if we are to help others. Do you still 
wilfully indulge in sin? Then no longer call yourself a 
Christian.
V. D oes Y our R elig io n  A ffect Y our S in f u l  N a tu r e?
Every child of God has felt the downward pull with­
in when he would do good. Human experience testifies 
that while the remains of sin nature retain a lodging 
place within the heart of the regenerated man he cannot 
enjoy his religion to the full.
Illustration—No more than a dental plate will fit while 
the old root festers and irritates beneath it.
Hear the two distinct petitions in the prayer of David: 
“Blot out my transgressions.” “Create in me a clean 
heart.”
Actual sins require God’s forgiveness. The sin nature 
requires the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ applied 
through the baptism with the Holy Ghost.
Jesus recognized this need of two distinct works in 
the hearts of His disciples. Hear Him pray in John 17, 
“I have given them thy words. They have received them. 
They are not of the world. They are thine. Sanctify them 
that the love wherewith Thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” That prayer of Jesus answered in 
your life will enable you to meet the test of good religion.
VI. D oes Y our  R elig io n  M eet a  U niversal N eed?
We have agreed that the religion of Jesus meets our
need, but will it meet the need of all the world? Every­
where men recognize they have sin. In Japan they pray 
with their pinwheels seeking to be freed. In India they 
walk through fire, prostrate themselves in wearisome pil­
grimages to sacred shrines, etc. Others offer sacrifices 
while still others require a future purgatory to be saved.
Good religion should be good for all people. Buddhism 
cannot meet this test. Not good for the outcaste. Con­
fucianism and Mahammedanism appeals only to the Or­
iental. The Jewish religion excludes the Gentile.
Only the religion of Jesus Christ meets the world’s 
needs. It alone is for “Whosoever will.”
What can wash away my sin?
Nothing hut the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
(Rom. 1:16).
VII. Is Y our R eligion  R e a ch in g  O th e r s?
It is one thing to say Christianity is needed by all and 
can help all and quite another thing to personally have a 
part in making it effectual in the lives of those about us.
Fishermen are expected to catch fish. Salesmen do not 
keep their position long when they cease to make sales. 
Can men and women be truthfully called Christians who 
do not win others to Christ; who never go fishing, who 
never cast a line or even attempt to bait a hook?
Jesus expects His religion to work. “Be ye doers of the 
word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
VIII. How M u c h  Is Y our R eligion  W orth  to You?
Would you miss it if you were to lose it? In the
course of my life in the pastorate for years I carried 
some things in moving from one pastorate to another 
that I never used. Had they been lost I would have 
been none the wiser or poorer. They were things that 
were of little use in my daily living.
Your religion is worth just what you put into it: what 
it costs you in other words.
1. How much time do you give daily to religious de­
votions?
2. How much time and effort do you invest in religious 
work?
3. How much of your money do you spend in pro­
moting your religion?
Add these three items and you will quite likely ap­
proximate the true value you put on your religion.
The other day I read the following bulletin in a post- 
office:
WANTED, DEAD OR ALIVE. REWARD, $500.
It reminded me of some church members. Their re­
ligious value to the church and the community would 
not differ greatly whether they were captured dead or 
alive.
IX. W ill  Y our  R eligion  D o to  D ie  B y ?
Many feel that the least amount of religion possible is 
sufficient to live by; just enough to maintain respecta­
bility. Will this meet the test of dying? Here is the real 
test of your religion. Do you require any additional rites 
to be ready for death? Whatever is required to face 
death, the religion of the Lord Jesus provides while 
living. The pardon of your sins, the cleansing of your 
heart, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is yours to live 
by and enjoy now. It will suffice at the hour of death.
A dying sinner cries, “My feet are slipping. I am lost, it 
is dark.”
A dying Christian shouts in triumph, “Sweeping 
through the gates, washed in the blood of the Lamb.” 
John Wesley said, “Our people die well.”
X. W ill  Y our R elig io n  S tan d  t h e  T est of  t h e  Judg­
m e n t ?
1. Rev. 20:11-15, the white throne judgment pictured.
2. The psalmist declares “The ungodly are not so but 
are like the chaff that the wind driveth away. There­
fore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment.”
3. A  religion of human works will be found insufficient.
4. A religion of self-righteousness will be found want­
ing.
“ W h o  S h a l l  B e A ble to  S ta n d ? ”  (Rev. 6:17).
1. Those who have found standing grace. (Rom. 5:2; 1 
Peter 5:12).
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2. A gospel that provides confidence to stand. (Eph. 
6:13).
C o n clu sio n
Friends, if your religion meets the ten tests of this 
soul clinic this morning, then you may look up and 
thank God that yours is a faith founded upon the Rock 
Christ Jesus. When the creeds and religions of earth 
have moldered to dust and been long forgotten, the re­
ligion founded upon faith in the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
still shine on through the never ending ages of eternity. 
Jesus never fails.
And should there be one this morning who has been fol­
lowing some will-o’-the-wisp, beset by fears and troubled 
by doubts; confused by the maze of religious paths:
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me,” is the call of Christ to you.
“Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.”
EVENING SERVICE
“For What Is Your Life?”
(Commencement Day Address.*)
Scripture—James 4:13-17.
Text—For what is your life? (James 4:14)
Introduction
Writers and scholars have through the years described 
life in its illusiveness as a shadow, as a vapor that passeth 
away; in its brevity, as a flower or the grass of the 
field; and in its swift transit as a weaver’s shuttle or as a 
runner on the race course.
I. L ife  Is T r u l y  a  M o vem ent
There is no standstill. We find ourselves through no 
choice of our own in the midst of the stream. The 
current against us is swift. The idle and the nonchalant 
will most certamly be swept downward. You must make 
an earnest fight to progress in any worth while field of 
endeavor, for there is no easy path to success.
Graduation is not the end of your career. You have 
but qualified to begin. This is your Commencement Day. 
Life lies before you. You will find much to distract and 
allure; you will be tempted to take short cuts to your 
goal. May I urge you to most surely keep your eyes 
upon the finish and to allow nothing to defeat your 
high endeavor. You are in the race to win. Life is a 
movement.
II. L ife Is a n  In vestm ent
You are not a mere accident of nature. Your life is not 
a gamble, neither is it a mere bubble set afloat on the 
waters to be whirled about by the currents of chance, 
or to follow some whim of behaviorism. If the Creator 
has designed a given course to the planets above us, if 
the divine Intelligence has given the birds an instinct 
which directs their course through the changing seasons; 
if through the long winter night God does not forget to 
bring the warm showers and sunshine back to His world; 
thinkest thou, O Youth, that thou art forgotten? Will not 
He who sees the fall of a sparrow and who clothes the 
lily of the field as a queen, remember thee? Has He not 
a plan and a purpose for each life? Yes, my friends, God 
is vitally and personally interested in your life. And God 
himself has made a supreme investment in each of you. 
You need not fail.
Three forces play a large part in every life. They are 
Heredity, Environment and Choice.
Your parents have made their investment so that you 
are individually and uniquely formed. Not one of you 
is like the other. You are in great measure what others
• M ay be given to school graduates o f your local congregation
in a special recognition service.
have made you. Professor London’s mother once said, 
“Son, I would rather you would marry a bad girl from 
a good family than a good girl from a bad family.”  In 
her experience she had recognized the power of heredity.
Environment also plays a tremendous part in every 
life. Since first you entered school, a sizable invest­
ment has been made in your education. Each teacher 
has made his contribution not only in subject matter, but 
in character, influence and personality. They have giv­
en of themselves. Herein lies a serious truth. We can 
give only what we ourselves possess. We can lift others 
no higher than we have climbed. We can propel others 
no farther than the caliber of our own moral character.
Lest some may feel a bit downcast at this thought of 
heredity and environment, let us remember that not all 
our parents and forebears could possibly have come over 
in the Mayflower, and not all came from Boston. You, 
too, can make good, for a third element figures in your 
success. God has given to all the power of personal 
choice. Despite a poor heredity and environment, you 
still have a will of your own. You can will to achieve, you 
can choose to be; and no power under heaven can block 
the youth who wills to succeed. You may not have 
heavy financial capital; however your success is not pre­
dicted upon what you have, but upon what you are.
If a lone pine standing on yonder mountainside can 
make its way through the crevice of the rocks, un­
wanted and unwelcomed by its environment; surely a 
real man and a sincere young woman can make the 
fight against odds, to victory.
Your reputation is what folks think you are. Your 
character is what you really are. Your enemies will 
underrate you and your friends may overestimate you; 
but you are still you whether found on the mountain top 
of popularity or in the valley of forgotten men. You still 
have your capital—character.
We are proud to be called Americans today. America 
has invested heavily in this class of 1941. You are leaving 
these halls to enter a world beset by clouds of war and 
confusion. To you is bequeathed a history, glorious in 
a freedom purchased through sacrifice; a national unity 
made possible to you only after four long years of civil 
war. You enter upon the stage of action at a time 
when America is being challenged for the perpetuity of 
its high standards of government, morals and ideals. Foes 
without and termites within are now threatening to eat 
away our very foundation stones of faith and patriotism.
To you youth of America is given not alone the bless­
ings of America, but a legacy of problems; social, econ­
omic, moral and personal. Life to you is a challenge to 
be met, and investment to be made and an influence to 
wield for good. The eyes of the world are upon the youth 
of this generation. You have much against you, but you 
can win.
For He who stood 1900 years ago by the side of that 
little company of His disciples on the mountainside over­
looking the storm-swept Sea of Galilee, stands by your 
side tonight. He calls for volunteers. “Go ye into all the 
world and lo, I am with you even to the end of the age.” 
Place the investment of your life in His keeping and 
yours will be the highest returns.
III. F in a l l y ,  Y our L ife  Is a n  In flu en c e
“No man liveth unto himself.” Each of us is a link in 
the life of others. If you are on the upward road you 
are lifting others, if on the lower, your influence is harm­
ful. One has said, “We all live three lives. The first we 
live from the cradle to the grave, the second through all 
eternity, and the third we live by our influence upon 
others, long after we have passed from this scene of ac­
tion.” So Judas and Benedict Arnold live on through
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the years, and so Lincoln and Florence Nightingale min­
ister still by the power of their example.
A national leader lay dying. Calling his followers about 
him he gave them his message: “And behold this day
I am going the way of all the earth; and ye know in all 
your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath 
failed of all the good things which the Lord your God 
spake concerning you; and all are come to pass unto 
you, and not one thing hath failed thereof.” “I have 
set before thee life and death: choose life.”
Let me lift high these words, “Choose life.”  Not for 
what you can get, but for all you can give. Choose not 
the cheap and shoddy, the passing thrills. But choose the 
highest, the noblest, the finest. I covet these for you. 
Your life is what you make it, a failure or a success. May 
you choose wisely and well. May you find that upon this 
day of graduation you have entered upon a new era of 
life, not to walk in uncertainty and fear for the future, 
but in the blessed assurance that one walks by your side 
who knows the way that you take. By His power and 
presence may you be given courage to make a good fight, 
to keep the faith and to finish the course.
SUNDAY MAY, 25, 1941 
MORNING SERVICE
After Sixty — What?
A Memorial Day Message with our Old Folks of the 
Congregation as special Guests 
Scripture—Psalm 37.
Text—Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me 
not when my strength faileth (Psalm 71:9).
I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen 
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread (Psalm 
37:25).
And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar 
hairs will I carry you; I have made and I will bear; even 
I will carry and will deliver you (Isaiah 46:4).
At evening time it shall be light (Zech. 14:7).
Of all the fears that haunt the human race; none are 
more real than the fears of want in old age. To know 
that despite all we can do our days of activity will soon 
cease; to realize the time will come when no longer we 
shall be able to provide for our own needs. We fear to 
become dependent upon others, and we do not wish to be­
come a burden. Increasing age brings with it ills, weak­
ness and very real fears to many hearts.
A fter S i x t y  W h a t ?
It is not to be wondered at that we try to keep young, 
that some try to hide their real age. The trouble with this 
hiding is, that ofttimes folks think us older than we are. 
In a vain endeavor there are even those who would keep 
young by dressing as if they were sixteen instead of 
sixty. And many others think to buy their youth back 
at the cosmetic counter of their local drug store.
But there is a better way. We need not dread the 
specter of old age, for despite the coming of the close of 
life’s little day, we have the promise of God’s Word, “At 
evening time it shall be light.” The most beautiful time 
of the day is yet yours, when God himself will paint your 
sunset skies with the beautiful colors of memory, and the 
bright promise of a better tomorrow. He is our light, 
the light of the world, and where He is, “At evening 
time it shall be light.”
It is true that old age takes our powers. We are not as 
strong as once we were. Our shoulders droop some­
what beneath the burdens of the years; the ear once
keen is not quite so ready to hear, and the eyes are some­
what dim. The once quick, strong step is gradually slow­
ing down and we find ourselves tiring more easily. It is 
true also that old age touches our mental powers and 
memory begins to play tricks on us. We neither speak so 
quickly nor write so speedily. Old age would if possible 
take from us even the joy of labor, and we find the day’s 
work longer and the burden heavier upon our strength. 
Often our earlier skill fails and we find it hard to feel our 
day’s work is almost done.
America in her craze for speed, action and thrill has 
gone to great extremes in removing even middle-aged 
men from labor, replacing these skilled, experienced 
artisans with irresponsible youth. We have discounted 
experience, skill and dependability for the speed of 
youth. America, what is your hurry? Where are you go­
ing? Are we really getting more out of life as a nation 
by pushing out the old for the young? Remember all 
motion is not forward motion and all speed is not true 
progress. I have seen flaming youth cut in and out of 
line on the road, breaking all speed laws, to pull up 
at the next block and light a cigarette. Why the reck­
less hurry of this present generation?
Old age brings with it the tendency to think back, 
when once we thought only ahead. As a youth we lived 
wholly for the future. We built castles and dreamed of 
future achievements. Now we live in the days past and 
gone, in the golden days of the past.
Sometimes we may feel as we look at others, with their 
lands and gold, that we have failed; for we have not 
achieved such marks of success. And this may bring too 
us a sense of sadness and disappointment. But, my older 
friends, let us remember that success is not all the world 
terms success.
What is success? To gain a share of gold?
To have one’s wealth in envious accents told?
To see one’s picture flaunted in the press?
Ah, there be those who label this success.
What is success? To win a little fame?
To hear a fickle world applaud your name?
To be counted a genius, yes,
And there be those who label this success.
But have you not another standard still 
To judge a man of character and will?
Are gold and fame the only measure tried?
In all this world is there no test beside?
Ah, yes, the man who meets with courage grim 
The daily duties that devolve on him,
The petty mean heart breaking cares that tire 
The patient soul who never may aspire.
Howe’er so cramped the field wherein he works,
He has not failed—the man who never shirks.
The man who toils for years without a break 
And treads the path of pain for others’ sake.
There are myriad of such men today,
Who all unnoted walk the dolorous way—
Upon their shoulders still the cross may press 
But who will say they have not won success?”
— S elected.
“ A t E vening  tim e  It  S h a l l  B e L ig h t”
This text is not for all. There is in old age; dark, hope­
less, bitter and despondent. Those who know not Christ 
are facing eternity without hope. If you have grown old 
without Christ there is not much ahead to lighten your
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way. You are not likely to change much. Choices, have 
been made, habits formed and your course is already set. 
If you have lived selfishly and cynically, you will doubt­
less die no better than you have lived.
Our text is for that person who has found hope in 
Jesus. He is our light at the end of the road. “If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable” (1 Cor. 15:19).
T h e  W orld O ffers M a n y  P la n s  for O ld A ge S ecur ity
Among the best are some well indorsed insurance plans. 
Listen to their attractive offers: “Enjoy a nice weekly 
income after sixty.” But the fly in the ointment is that 
to enjoy that income after sixty you must pay out a large 
part of your present income and forego many present 
comforts and possibly some necessities now needed.
Then there is the smooth sounding socialist plan of 
equalizing all wealth by a redistribution among all classes. 
Many exponents of this plan are undeniably sincere; but 
the practicability and permanence of such a redistribution 
is open to question.
At the present time the Townsend Plan has enrolled 
thousands into its fold, most of whom will likely never 
see its passage as a law in their day. Let me ask you, 
friends of many years, have you ever received anything 
yet for nothing? And supposing any or all of these 
plans for security in old age were made available to you 
here and now, you would not be long in discovering 
that they had failed to bring you the real security needed 
for old age.
A t  S i x t y  Y ears of  A ge Y our N eeds A re M ore t h a n  
M o n e y
At sixty years of age your needs are more than mat- 
terial. Your earthly ties are fast loosening, your home is 
not what it once was. Friends, loved ones and interests 
are growing more numerous upon the other shore. You 
stand in need of something more far-reaching than a few 
pension dollars each month, as needful as that may be. 
In your changing world you now stand in need of One 
who never changeth. .You need sure grounds for your 
faith even more than dollars for your pocketbook. You 
need a friend who will never leave you. You look now 
for a home not made with hands eternal in the heavens.
C h r is t  A lone  C a n  M eet t h e  S ou l  N eed of O ld F o l k s
He is the children’s friend. “Suffer the little ones to 
come unto me.” He is the worker’s friend. “Come unto 
me all ye that labour.” And thank God, He is also the 
friend of the aged. “There remaineth a rest for the peo­
ple of God.” A  rest of soul, of conscience and of trust. So 
many still carry a heavy load when God means you shall 
share the load with Him.
C h r ist  M eets t h e  T est of  F a it h  a t  t h e  E nd  of t h e  
R oad
Many of us have lived on God’s promises. We need 
not fear that He will not keep those yet untried. Joshua 
in his farewell words tells us, “Not one thing hath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord your God spake 
concerning you, all are come to pass unto you.”
Paul assures us with his testimony, “I know whom I 
have believed.” Alfred Cookman’s homegoing brings us 
real security for the evening time of life. “Sweeping 
through the gates, washed in the blood of the Lamb.”
I need a friend who sticketh closer than a brother. Life 
is filled with delusions. Sometimes those from whom 
we expected most have failed us. But there is one who 
never fails.
All that I need He will always be 
All that I need till His face I see 
All that I need through eternity 
Jesus is all I need.
I  L o o k  for a  H o m e  n o t  M ade w i t h  H ands 
At the close of the day we have all known the joys of 
homegoing. Home is a place of welcome, rest, loved 
ones, shelter, fellowship and security. “And I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.” The promise of Jesus 
when He went away was this promise of “preparing a 
place for you that where I am there ye may be also.” 
Friends of many years, you are almost home. The best 
days are not behind you; they are just ahead. “At eve­
ning time it shall be light.”
Grow old along with me 
The last of life for which the first is made;
The best is yet to be 
Our times are in His hand 
Who saith, a whole I planned,
Youth shows but half, trust God; see all nor be afraid.
EVENING SERVICE
Defenders of the Faith
(A Neglected Factor in National Defense) 
S cripture—Hebrews 11:32—12:3.
T e x t—I am set for the defence of the gospel (Phil. 1:17). 
Introduction
Tonight over the air, in the news headlines and on the 
lips of people everywhere is but one subject of interest, 
preparation for national defense. Like a dreamer sudden­
ly awakened from a sound sleep by the smell of smoke, 
Uncle Sam has leaped out of bed in a fever of frantic 
hysteria and fear to wrap about himself the nearest 
raiment, and to pick up the first weapon at hand. As so 
often is the case when suddenly awakened, one grasps 
many things of little value and forgets what is most 
worth while. Thus it seems to thoughtful folks, in the 
sudden rush to put out guns, ships and planes, our leaders 
have overlooked one very important factor in our na­
tional defense; the preparation of the man behind the 
guns. And the alarming number of men now being 
found unfit for duty is proof of this. Remember, a na­
tion is no stronger than its men.
The other day a banker showing his son through his 
bank pointed proudly to the vaults made 100 per cent 
safe by their keen combination locks, known only to 
a trusted inner circle of bank directors. The father was 
however soon disconcerted when his son said, “Father, 
it seems to me that your bank is no safer than the men 
who know the combination.”
Within the past few months this lesson has been brought 
home to us with renewed force in the story of the fall of 
France. Protected by the impregnable Maginot Line at 
a cost of millions of dollars, we learn that France was 
defeated within the hearts of her own defenders. France 
was no stronger than the faith and loyalty of her soldiers. 
And today here in America our defenders must be equip­
ped with the same high and noble Christian ideals and 
faith upon which our fathers founded this nation under 
God. The strength of America in 1776 was not so much 
in large armies as it was in a rugged faith in God and 
in righteousness of our cause. Give us today men like 
Washington, Franklin, Webster and Hamilton; men whose 
love for God and country made them ready to live or die 
in the defense of their faith.
Our text was given to us by a soldier of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who recognized the need of being individually 
and personally ready for defense, the Apostle Paul. I 
would have you consider with me this evening a three­
fold defense program for the Christian youth of America.
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1. I  W ill  B elieve
My personal defense against the forces of evil is no 
stronger than my faith.
2. I  W il l  P r a y
My personal victory depends uopn divine reinforce­
ments.
3. I W il l  L ove
My purpose and endurance in the battles of life are 
made invincible by my love for God and righteousness.
1. I W ill  B elieve
The early church was blessed by a mighty army of be­
lievers. Though outnumbered by their foes, they con­
quered by their faith. Such was their faith and strength 
of convictions, they were ready at all times to forfeit 
homes, positions, yea, their own lives.
Luther stood upon this text, “The just shall live by 
faith,” and facing the forces of evil declared, “Here I 
stand, I can do naught else; God help me.” He gave the 
world that heart stirring crusading hymn:
A mighty fortress is our God 
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper He amid the flood,
Of mortal ills prevailing.
This song became the Marseillaise of the Reformation. 
In the Franco-Prussian War, the second Napoleon heard 
the Prussians singing and asked, “What is that song they 
sing with such spirit?” When told he said, “It is impos­
sible to win against soldiers with a faith like that.”
John Huss in Bohemia believed unto death. Exiled 
for preaching, he returned after two years to preach on. 
Tried, sentenced and burning at the stake he cried, “The 
fires kindled this day will never go out.” This is the 
kind of faith needed by this generation of Christian sol­
diers.
Paul the apostle, a prisoner bound for Rome, after 
fourteen days and nights in a storm, when all had aban­
doned hope, was still able to say, “I believe God. I am 
persuaded He is able to keep that which I have com­
mitted unto Him against that day.”
Christian youth of America, tonight in the midst of 
doubts and fears all about us, have you found a faith that 
will cause you to stand; and having done all things, to 
stand? Can you say from your heart “I will believe”? 
“I am set for the defense of the gospel.”
2. I  W ill  P r a y
As a sentinel standing through the night on the walls 
of yonder city, the only guard between the enemy and 
his people, so the praying Christian stands tonight as a 
prayer warrior on guard over our nation, and our homes. 
Christ has taught that the righteous are as the salt of the 
earth, as saving force. We know that “The fervent, 
effectual prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” His­
tory records the power of the praying Knox in the saving 
of Scotland.
A praying Daniel defied the evil forces of his day and 
won the way to victory. Young men and young ladies of 
this generation, your greatest weapon of defense in the 
hour of temptation is prayer.
“Flee also youthful lusts, but follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart.”
Your strength you will find is in your personal ex­
perience with Christ. I will believe. I will pray.
I will make it a daily habit of my life to pray alone with 
God.
I will meet with those who pray that through united 
prayer I may have a share in the victories of our church.
Polycarp, a disciple of John, when placed under arrest 
asked for one hour to pray. Hearing him pray his guards 
were so shaken that they regretted their task. When
asked to recant this soldier of the early church re­
ceived such strength in prayer that he was able to 
reply, “Eighty and six years have I served Him and He 
never once wronged me. How then shall I blaspheme 
my King who hath saved me?”
It was prayer that gave Polycarp his defense.
3. I W il l  L ove
Youth loves passionately and devotedly the object of 
its affection. And how necessary that such a love be 
safeguarded in its course, for not all objects are worthy 
of the love of a Christian. We must beware lest any 
illicit love creep in and break down our faith or prayer 
life. Let not your love be consumed unworthily. Your 
love will be either your defense or your defeat. Who is 
worthy of a Christian’s love? One of the first safeguards 
may be found in the words of John, “If ye love me keep 
my commandments.” Love is your best defense. When 
love for Christ becomes weak, then other loves creep in 
and possess the heart. With the influx of cheap literature 
and the flood of mushy sex lust movies, the word love has 
been robbed of its once noble significance. But the love of 
a Christian for God and for his fellows has never fallen. 
Such love is far from sentimental. It is a love that con­
tains the challenge of the heroic and calls for deeds of 
valor and bravery. Of such a love Paul tells us in the 
13th chapter of 1 Corinthians. “Love suffereth long and 
is kind. Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things endureth all things. Love never faileth.”
I will love.
Thus with this threefold program of personal defense 
you and I can stand in such an hour as this, not in fear 
and uncertainty; but in the assurance of our faith, our 
prayers and our love for God and for the world for 
which He gave His only Son our Savior.
We need not be swept off our feet by the subtle propa­
ganda of hysteria and hate. We need not lose our balance 
while the masses around us are swept by the currents of 
war and fears. Remember these things must come. But 
He that is for us is more than all they that be against us. 
Keep your feet. Guard your faith. Christian youth, God 
and your country are depending on you! You must not 
fail!
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Hirelings
“Mr. Anderson, my father is very sick; but I’m certain 
he will be very glad to see you,” said a wealthy lady in 
Philadelphia when a bond salesman came to visit her 
ninety-year-old father.
“I’ll stay only a moment, and I’ll not talk business,” 
said the salesman as the nurse let him into the sickroom.
“Well, Mr. Anderson, I’m so glad to see you. The last 
time you were here you prayed for me, and now I’m 
about to die. Can’t last long,” said the dying man.
“Don’t talk too much Brother Jones,” said the sales­
man, “you’re too weak for it.”
“That’s what I want to say to you. I need someone 
who will pray with me.”
“I’ll be glad to do it.”
“You know my preacher came yesterday, but he only 
joked and didn’t even offer to pray.”
“That’s too bad,” making conversation for the old man. 
“Yes, but my soul needs prayer,” the old man said.
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“I’ll be glad to pray for you right now,” said the sales­
man, kneeling by the bedside arid taking the bony hand 
in his began to pray.
“Lord, bless Brother Jones, who is about ready to go 
to heaven. He’s been a servant of Thine for all these 
years. Thou hast prospered him with worldly goods and 
he has given liberally to Thy cause. Be near him in this 
hour.”
“Amen!” breathed the old man just before he passed 
into eternity.
Said the salesman to me a few months after the incident, 
“That old gentleman had given thousands of dollars to 
his church, a popular denomination. He recently gave 
$90,000 to build an educational unit to their church. And 
when he came down to die the preacher didn’t have 
enough religion to pray with him. Such preachers need 
religion. They need a new birth. Instead of smoking the 
cigars of the members, playing pool with them and drink­
ing their cocktails, they need a vision of Christ going 
after the lost.”
I learned that this Christian bond salesman had made 
it a practice for several years to pray with the old gen­
tleman before he began to talk business to him.
There are far too many such preachers and too few 
such salesmen.
A  Little Bit of Love
“And where do you go to Sunday school?” asked the 
mission worker.
“Sunday school? Hain’t never heard of hit,” returned 
the street urchin. “Is hit the Jesus house?”
“Yes, it’s the Jesus house, and if you will come you 
will find other little boys and girls there like yourself, 
and we will tell you about someone to love you.”
“Now I know you are alyin’,” the lad said quickly, 
“ ’cause Paw beats the tar out’en me, and Maw takes 
half the grub money for booze. I hain’t never had no­
body ter love me.”
Investigation showed that the little boy was right. He 
sold newspapers to get a few pennies for his mother to 
spend on booze. He slept on a pile of rags in the corner 
of the one-room shack by the river’s edge they called 
home. There was no kindness in his family. An older 
brother was in the reform school, and an older sister had 
been arrested for shop lifting. There was no love in his 
life.
“I’ll come and get you next Sunday morning,” said the 
worker.
And what a task it was to extract the dirty lad from 
the dirtier shack and the filthier family surroundings. 
But the mission worker took him just as he was. She 
washed his face at his own home. Gave him some clothes 
from the mission supplies. Fed him a warm breakfast. 
Put shoes on his feet. Wiped his tears of gratitude, and 
then said, “This is what love means. And Jesus loves 
little boys like you.”
Those clean clothes went for booze, when his mother 
got a chance to hock them, but again the mission lady 
dressed him, and loved him. Little Johnny said, “If’n 
this is what Jesus does for little children, I want to live 
with Him all my life.”
This was the beginning of a career that changed the 
outlook of Johnny. It made over his thinking, and put 
the love of Christ in his childish heart. At night when 
he went to his rag pile in the corner, he would kneel as 
the workers had taught him and say, “Now I lay me 
down to sleep . . . bless Papa and Mama and sister—” 
“Shut that talk up,” his father bellowed, throwing a 
boot at the praying lad. But Johnny never stopped it. 
Night after night he took the abuse until finally the older
sister said, “Oh, Dad, let the kid alone. Don’t you see 
they’ve changed him?”
Johnny’s bright spot in the week was his trip to the 
Jesus house. He learned new songs each week and sang 
them on the street corner to his customers. He gave 
each one a cheery good morning, and was known as the 
smiling newsboy.
Then tragedy struck. The father murdered a young 
girl he had raped. Little Johnny’s heart was broken, but 
when the mother saw what the end would be, she called 
for little Johnny and said, “Pray for me,” and his sister 
joined in, “Me too, Johnny.”
When the police found the old man, he was on his knees 
with Johnny praying for his soul, in the best boyish fash­
ion he knew. The trial and execution did not take long, 
but when the old man said his last words on the scaffold, 
he said, “Why didn’t I know there was someone in the 
world that would love you, like they have loved Johnny? 
If I had known that my ending would have been different. 
I am ready to go to meet my Maker, for Johnny taught 
me the way.”
Johnny’s life, Johnny’s influence, touched by a little bit 
of love, remade a home. What the world needs today 
more than anything else is someone that knows how to 
love. “God is love,” says the scripture, and when we 
know Him we should put this love on display.
The Black W id ow ’s Bite
“She’s dead. I’ve just found her in the fish pond,” 
phoned Mr. James to the sheriff’s office in Altadena, Cali­
fornia.
The ambulance blared its way out Foothill Boulevard 
to the little home nestling peacefully at the foot of the 
mountains. There in the fish pond lay a young woman, 
who seemingly had drowned.
“And while I was at work today,” said her husband, a 
barber, “she must have fallen in and died. How terrible 
it is.”
He was grief-stricken, sorrowful, and showed that he 
truly loved his beautiful wife. But keen-minded de­
tectives went to work on the case to see whether or not 
she had drowned or whether there had been foul play 
committed.
“These red spots look like—” and they were the bites 
of black widow spiders.
“But why so many?” officers asked. True there are 
black widows in California and many people have been 
bitten by them, but few have ever died, unless from the 
fright of it.
“These leg punctures, doc, what are they?” the de­
tectives asked the coroner.
“To the world I’d swear they were the bites of snakes.” 
And they were. For out of them was sucked by instru­
ments the deadly poison of diamond rattlers.
Then the officers went to work on James. “Who are 
you? Ever married before? “Yes, three times.” “Wives 
alive or dead?” “All of them died.” Yes, and mysteri­
ously at that. The last one in Colorado, where suspicions 
were aroused, but nothing came of it. “Any insurance?” 
“About twenty-five thousand dollars.” “Any close confi­
dants?” “Yes, another barber.” “Any black widows and 
rattlers seen around here?” None could be found after 
close investigation. “Where did they come from?”
“We”—the other barber and James—“insured her for 
$25,000 and were to split the money if he would murder 
her.” Which he did, by putting a box of rattlers and 
black widow spiders in her bedroom and forcing her to 
put her feet into the den of death.
“Then I carried her body out to the fish pond,” came 
the terrible confession.
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Now James is in the Los Angeles County jail (as I 
write in August, 1940) awaiting the gas chamber. He 
was proved guilty of murder on the evidence of a few 
red spots on his wife’s feet and legs.
Those red spots were supposed to have disappeared but 
they did not—what kept them there so long? The in­
exorable law of God which states is, “Be sure your sins 
will find you out.”
James now is a model prisoner, having accepted Christ. 
Daily he reads his Bible and to all outward evidences is 
truly repentant. “Why did I do it?” is his daily lament.
The answer is close at hand. Sin in the heart springs 
into every conceivable type of action. Sin will not be 
stilled. It will leap forth into deeds as dark as the pit 
where it is brewed. Write it over every newspaper head­
line telling of crime, over the entrance to every death 
cell, over the gas chambers of death, over the scaffolds, 
“Be sure your sins will find you out.”
Little Carrots
“Please, mister, can’t you squeeze a little feller like me 
in somewhere?” asked a carrot-topped little lad in Lon­
don.
“I’m afraid not this week, but if you will come back 
in two weeks we’ll try to find a place for you.”
Barnardo had just opened a small, one-room orphanage 
home in the heart of London. He stood one night on top
of a building and looked down the alley way to where 
there were more than twenty boys and girls living in 
dry good’s boxes, and he promised the Lord that he would 
give his life to caring for such neglected children.
So he opened a little orphanage on a small scale. His 
building was crowded to overflowing, and when Little 
Carrots, as Barnardo called him, came to the home for 
admission, there was no room for him. But the worker 
had plans for a larger place in a fortnight and asked the 
lad to return at that time.
The weather turned cold, snow began to fly, ice formed 
heavily on the streets, and Barnardo forgot all about 
Little Carrots. One day he was walking through an 
alley where some children lived in their boxes when he 
came upon the scene of a tragedy.
Lying frozen to the pavement blocks was Little Carrots, 
whom he had turned down two weeks earlier.
Barnardo said, “I pledged God at that moment that 
never again would I turn a child away, however crowded 
I might be in the home. This was the beginning of my 
larger faith work.”
From that time on Barnardo’s pledge to God held true. 
During the course of his lifetime this man of God prayed 
in for orphanage work more than $15,000,000, and not 
once was a child turned away.
Little Carrots by dying did far more than he would 
have by living, for he opened the eyes of this man of 
faith to see the marvelous possibilities of trusting God 
for every need.
Expository Outlines for May
Lewis T. Corlett
Children of Light
(1 Thess. 5:5-11)
I. C h r is t ia n s  P o ssess t h e  L ig h t  t h a t
C o m e s  fr om  G od
1. Christ is the light of the world.
2. Jesus told His disciples that 
they, too, were the light of the 
world (Matt. 5:14).
3. Provides strength, guidance and 
assurance.
II. C h r is t  Is t h e  P attern  of t h e
C h ild r en  of L ig h t
1. The light came through the gift 
of salvation and that is through 
Jesus Christ (v. 9).
2. John stated of Him “In him was 
life, and the life was the light 
of men” (John 1:4).
3. He is radiant in character and 
transparent in sincerity.
4. Paul admonishes the Philippians 
to have their inner life con­
trolled by Christ. “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).
5. Christ as the pattern sheds light 
on the pathway of the Chris­
tian and gives definite direction 
to follow. “ I am the way, the 
truth and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father, but my 
me” (John 14:6).
6 Christ kept Himself unspotted 
from the worldly spirit and He
desires His followers to do the 
same (John 17:8-17).
III. C h ild r en  of L ig h t  M u st  T a k e  
T h e ir  W o r k  S e r io u sly  (v . 8 ) .
1. Soberness implies the proper 
use of all faculties as compared 
to the abnormal activities of one 
that is intoxicated.
2. Christians are not to be sober 
in the sense of living a life with­
out joy and happiness but 
rather joyful in the serious con­
templation of duties and rela­
tionships.
3. The child of God should take 
his work seriously for the time 
cometh when no man can work.
a. Life is short at the most.
b. Christ may come any time.
c. People are without God and 
without hope.
4. Because of their soberness the 
children of light are not de­
ceived by the allurements of sin 
and Satan.
5. The children of light can be 
sober (v. 8).
a. By resting on their faith in 
God to help and deliver them.
b. Because the love of God shed 
abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost gives them 
strength, joy and assurance.
c. Because they have a living 
union with Christ (v. 10),
d. Because their thoughts, an­
ticipations and expectations 
are all regulated by the “hope 
of salvation.”
IV . T h e  C h ildr en  of L ig h t  A re a  
B lessing  O ne  to A n o th er  (v . 1 1 ) .
1. The members of the church at 
Thessalonica were doing this. 
“As indeed you do.”
2. All men need encouragement 
at times and each child of God 
should be alert to give it at the 
time needed.
3. The children of light have sepa­
rated themselves from the 
things of darkness and should 
not look to the world for com­
fort, courage, or pleasure.
4. Paul stresses the fact that each 
Christian has a special obliga­
tion to render to every other 
one he contacts.
a. Not to criticize or find fault 
with.
b. Not to be indifferent to.
c. But to “edify one another.”
V. T h e  C hild r en  of  L ig h t  W ill  
E scape t h e  W ra th  of  G od (v . 9).
1. Through union with Christ.
2. By rectitude of walk.
3. By diligent service.
4. Through divine appointment.
Building for the Testing Time
(Matt. 7:21-29)
I. E very P erson I s M a k in g  S om e  
T ype  of  P reparation
1. Every man is a builder (vs. 
24-29).
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2. Every individual will enjoy or 
endure the results of his build­
ing (Gal. 6:7).
3. The preparation and building of 
each will face a testing time.
II. T h e re  A r e  O n ly  T w o  K in d s o f
B uilders
1. The sensible builder.
a. He built upon the rock (v. 
24).
b. He built according to the 
plans of the Master Architect 
(vs. 21 to 24).
c. He fashioned His superstruc­
ture out of durable material 
(1 Cor. 3:12).
d. He planned to have his labor 
and work endure.
e. He built according to rule so 
he could have the favor and 
support of the Lord.
(1) He listened and then car­
ried out the commands.
(2) He was not only content 
with “being” but was also 
anxious to do the will of 
the Lord.
f. He was wise because He an­
ticipated the storm and built 
for it.
g. He was sensible in that He 
started soon enough to have 
ample time to build according 
to directions.
2. The foolish or stupid builder 
(vs. 26, 27).
a. He heard the same directions 
that the wise builder heard 
but did not consider them im­
portant.
b. He displayed a superficial at­
titude.
(1) Not willing to face the 
reality of life and know full 
well that the storms would 
come.
(2) He thought that appear­
ance was more important 
than steadfastness.
(3) He did not weigh care­
fully the difference between 
small particles of rock 
(sand) and bedrock for a 
foundation.
c. He. tried to make Himself 
believe that a zealous pro­
fession would take the place 
of obedience to law.
d. He was foolish because he 
thought the sooner a job was 
completed the better dividend 
it would pay.
e. He was foolish because he 
was not aware that outward 
actions make up the portrait 
of inward motives and atti­
tudes.
3. Pictures of men today.
III. T h e  T esting  o f  t h e  P reparation
1. The characters will be tested by 
the ordinary emergencies of life.
a. These men built in the re­
gion where storms were not 
unusual and their inner 
character was revealed.
b. Storms and emergencies are
not usual in life but may 
be expected any time.
c. It is in the regular, ordinary 
conflicts of life that char­
acter is tasted the most se­
verely.
(1) It was the little foxes 
that spoiled the vines.
(2) The ones nearest are the 
persons who try us the 
most.
2. Christians are tested from with­
in also.
a. Thoughts.
b. Attitudes.
c. Motives.
3. The only safe place to build is 
on the Rock Christ Jesus (1 
Cor. 3:11).
4. Security can be had only by 
strict conformity in motive and 
deed to the commands of Chirst 
(vs. 21-24).
IV. T h e  Jo y  o f  L iving  Is i n  F eeling  
t h e  S e c ur ity  of t h e  E nduring
1. For the present.
a. A  sense of stability rising out 
of obedience.
b. A consciousness of the pro­
tection by the Master because 
of the personal faithfulness.
2. For the future.
a. In death.
b. For eternity (Rev. 2:10).
Victorious Living
(Rom. 8:31-39)
I. T h e  T e s t im o n y  o f  O n e  W h o  E n ­
j o y s  V ictory
1. Paul had been discussing in the 
epistle the need of salvation but 
is now stating the joys of ex­
perience with Christ.
2. He rises into sublime language 
in the endeavor to express the 
feeling of his soul.
3. Truly the joys of Christian ex­
perience are “better felt than 
told.”
II. A  C o n sc io u sn e ss  of V icto ry  O ver 
t h e  A ccu satio n s  o f  S a t a n  an d  t h e  
W orld (vs. 33-34).
1. Implies the fact that the believer 
has seriously and honestly faced 
the details of life and settled all 
satisfactory to Christ.
2. Expresses the glorious joy of 
the believer in the conscious­
ness of divine approval as con­
trasted with the accusations of 
Satan and sinful men.
3. The victory is not personal but 
one enjoyed through the provis- 
sion of the resurrected Christ 
(cf. Heb. 2:14, 15).
4. The realization of victory is 
constant because Christ ever 
liveth as the victor over all and 
any who will accuse.
III. T h is  L i f e  o f  V ic to r y  G iv es a  
C o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  D e liv era n ce  
fro m  A l l  t h e  W o r ld  (vs. 35-39).
1. An answer to a suggestion from 
the enemy that the believer 
should leave the God he loves.
2. The position the child of God 
enjoys enables him to evaluate 
things from an eternal view­
point (2 Cor. 4:16-18).
3. The living union with the res­
urrected Christ gives greater 
satisfaction and more real 
pleasure than any passing fancy 
of the world could bestow.
4. This life of victory gives stam­
ina in the face of death, for 
Christ has robbed death and the 
grave of victory (1 Cor. 15:55- 
57).
5. This glorious life of victory 
holds the believer steady re­
gardless of what powers may be 
aligned against them.
IV. T h is  L ife  of V icto ry  Is for A ll 
W h o  H ave B e en  P erfected i n  L ove
1. Perfect love comes to all be­
lievers who die out to self and 
to the world.
2. Perfect love casts out the carnal 
fears that cause the child of 
God to waver (1 John 4:16-19).
3. Perfect love gives a proper mo­
tivation to all who keep yielded 
to God (v. 36).
4. God has promised to give this 
experience, through which the 
believer may have victory, to 
all who will obey and believe 
(v. 32).
V. T h is  L ife  of V icto ry  Is C o n tin u ed  
i n  A ll W h o  K eep in  L ivin g  R e la ­
t io n s h ip  w i t h  G od (v s . 38, 39).
1. Based on a definite, positive 
decision of the believer to stay 
with God (vs. 38, 39).
2. Dependent upon the individual 
child of God keeping in the love 
of God (Jude 21).
3. Strengthened by the deepening 
appreciation of the victory that 
is promised (v. 37).
a. Christ has already conquer­
ed every foe.
b. The apostle had the confi­
dence that he too could have 
victory over “all this.”
e. It is impossible for any per­
son or power to rob the be­
liever of victory “from God’s 
love in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (v. 39),
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Suggestions for P rayermeetings
H . O . F anning
Prayer-meeting* and the Spirit’ s Work
Ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth (Acts 1: 8).
Few things—if any—can be more 
important in our prayermeetings, and 
in all of our services, than the use of 
means designed to improve our rela­
tionship to the Spirit of God. It is 
true that in our experience of entire 
sanctification we are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and most blessedly true. 
The disciples were so filled on the 
Day of Pentecost, and we were so 
filled in the crisis experience in which 
God sanctified us wholly. That this 
experience is preparatory, and neces­
sary to His further work in us seems 
to be the clear teaching of the Word 
of God. In the text quoted above 
the emphasis is put upon the work of 
the church in its witnessing unto 
Christ among the children of men. 
This filling was essential to the be­
ginning of that work. That they 
would need the ministry of the Spirit 
in the doing of the work is self- 
evident. It was essential to the be­
ginning of their sanctified living and 
service. That they would need the 
further ministry of the Spirit in their 
continued living and serving is evi­
dent. That the disciples had this con­
tinued ministry in their living and 
serving is clear from the inspired rec­
ord. That we must have this con­
tinued ministry of the Spirit in our 
living and serving is apparent to all. 
That this ministry has an important 
place in the manner and measure of 
our living and serving, is equally ap­
parent. Living sanctified lives, and 
rendering sanctified service, are not 
matters so simple that we can live 
them, and render the service apart 
from this ministry. Since we must 
have the infilling of the Spirit to be­
gin this living and serving, we may 
be sure we will need the Spirit’s min­
istry for its continuance and improve­
ment.
Throughout the church at large, 
there is a universal complaint of the 
feebleness of the Christian lives of 
the members, and the unsatisfactory 
results of their efforts in service. 
God’s remedy for this condition is 
the presence and ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. Apart from Him and His min­
istry there is no remedy. While we 
have received the Spirit in our sanc­
tification, the solution of this prob­
lem, in so far as we are concerned, 
is to be found in the measure in 
which we are availing ourselves of 
the benefits of His ministry in our 
lives and services. Are we making 
as much of this ministry as it is pos­
sible for us to make of it? Is there 
no room for improvement in this 
matter wtih us? Are we so co­
operating with Him that the full 
benefit of His presence is being real­
ized?
The Abiding Spirit
If ye love me, keep my command­
ments. And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall send you another Com­
forter, that he may abide with you 
forever; even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world can not receive, be­
cause it seeth him not, neither know- 
eth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you (John 14:15-17).
These disciples had had the minis­
try of the Spirit in conviction, in re­
generation, under the ministry of our 
Lord. Some of them had been dis­
ciples of John the Baptist before they 
became the disciples of our Lord. For 
three years they had been under His 
tuition and training. Now He is 
about to depart and go to the Father. 
Left alone they would be helpless. 
But He is not planning that they 
shall be left alone. They are to have 
another Comforter; even the Spirit of 
truth. He is coming, not only to 
sanctify them wholly, but to abide 
with them forever. His sanctifying 
work—in the crisis experience—is in 
order to His further work in these 
men. For this He is coming to them 
to abide with them forever. The 
purifying of their hearts will deliver 
them from that carnal intruder, which 
is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be, because it is 
enmity against God. This will facili­
tate the results of His abiding.
I. What Jesus—by His immediate 
presence—had been to them, the Holy 
Spirit was to be to them after His 
incoming. Jesus had taught them; the 
Spirit would teach them (John 16: 
12). But they needed more than 
teaching. They needed the immediate 
ministry of the Teacher. Jesus had 
done vastly more than teach them. 
He ministered to them, and through 
them, by His grace and power. This 
the Holy Spirit also would do. Seem­
ingly, Jesus did much of His work 
with His disciples from without. Un­
doubtedly He did much of it from 
within. These men would be instru­
ments in the hands of the Spirit for 
the performance of His work among 
men.
II. The coming of the Spirit to abide 
was conditioned on the performance 
of the obedience of love on the part 
of the disciples. This obedience would 
bring them into harmony with our 
Lord, and into harmony with the 
Holy Spirit. This harmony is essen­
tial to harmonious action on the part 
of the Spirit. One of the things that 
hinder us in the enjoyment of the 
benefit of the Spirit’s work among us 
is the hesitance of many to be swung 
into full harmony with Him.
III. When this condition is met, our 
Lord promised to pray the Father that 
the other Comforter might be sent. In 
this matter there is complete under­
standing, and complete agreement 
among the Persons of the Godhead. 
It is folly for us to expect to get 
by without meeting conditions. The 
Christ who made possible our salva­
tion makes it actual through the op­
eration of the Holy Spirit. Keep in 
mind that the work of the Spirit is 
conditioned, from the beginning on. 
If conviction is to be effective, we 
must co-operate with the Spirit in 
properly responding to it. If His re­
generating work is to be done, we 
must exercise saving faith. If His 
sanctifying work is to be done, we 
must exercise faith for its doing. If 
His abiding is to become effective, 
there must be the meeting of condi­
tions that makes this possible.
IV. Not only is the prayer of Jesus 
in its place here, but the sending of 
the Spirit by the Father. The meet­
ing of these conditions is not to make 
God willing to bless and use us, but 
to make it possible for Him to bless 
and use us. He is already willing, 
and asks only that conditions be met 
that will make possible the putting 
of His willingness into positive ac­
tion. God is asking for our co-opera­
tion in these matters.
V. Christ emphasizes the need of 
the meeting of conditions, by His ref­
erence to the inability of the world 
to receive the Spirit. They have not 
met conditions necessary to the doing 
of His work that are needful to make 
possible the abiding of the Spirit 
within them. They neither see the 
Spirit nor know Him. There can be 
no second work of grace, until the 
first work is performed.
VI. Previous contact with the Spir­
it and His preparatory work is neces­
sary to His coming to abide in the 
believer. There is nothing arbitrary 
in this on the part of God. It is nec­
essary as a preparation on the part 
of the believer. This preparation the
PAGE TW ENTY-EIGHT (156) THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE
believer must have before he is in 
condition to receive the Holy Spirit 
as his abiding Comforter. Fitness is 
essential on his part. Unfitness ren­
ders the abiding of the Spirit impos­
sible to him.
VII. This fitness, the disciples had. 
They had enjoyed His ministry. It 
will help us to keep in mind that 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost was dispensational 
in its character. He came at the ush­
ering in of a new dispensation. Hith­
erto the Christ who was promised to 
Adam and Eve at the time of their 
fall had been proclaimed and fore­
shadowed by types and symbols. For 
four thousand years this work had 
gone on. Now He has come, and has 
died on Calvary’s cross, as the sac­
rifices and offerings had so long fore­
shadowed. It is no longer the Christ 
who is to come that is offered to peo­
ple, but the Christ who has come. 
In Him the types and symbols found 
their value, in Him they found their 
fulfillment. Henceforth He is no long­
er presented in type and in symbol, 
but in Person. Judaism has done its 
work for the time being. The Church 
is beginning its work. What began 
back there, we are having our part 
in carrying on now.
The Empowering Spirit
And, behold, I send the promise of 
my Father upon you: but tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with power from on high 
(Luke 24: 49).
It would be folly to send a com­
pany of apostles into the hostile world 
with nothing more than human pow­
er at their disposal and command. 
The provision that made human re­
demption possible had been made, and 
made by the Second Person of the 
adorable Trinity. No less person 
could possibly have made this pro­
vision. Now the fact that the pro­
vision has been made is to be her­
alded to the world. That heralding 
must be accompanied by power. What 
power? Angelic power would have 
been wholly insufficient. Human 
power would have been unavailing. 
Satanic forces were at work; the 
powers of darkness were mobilized 
for the warfare. Nothing less than 
a power that could cope with these 
forces would be sufficient. Nothing 
less than power from on high would 
be sufficient. The forces working 
against this power were from below. 
It was beyond that of the natural 
realm. Superior to the power of man, 
but far inferior to the power of God.
I. Knowing the forces with which 
His apostles would have to cope, our 
Lord did not permit them to go forth
on the fulfillment of their commission 
until they were endued with a power 
that would make their work a suc­
cess. His last words to them before 
His ascension were “Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you; and ye shall be wit­
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth” 
(Acts 1: 8). That this enduement of 
power was in order that the apostles, 
and those who received the Spirit 
through their ministry, was power to 
live the life and perform the service 
of sanctified believers seems certain, 
but He especially associates it with 
preaching repentance and remission 
of sins, and witnessing for Him.
II. It was in the power of the Spirit 
that our Lord performed His earthly 
ministry. It was at His baptism that 
He received the Spirit. In preaching 
to the household of Cornelius, Peter 
said, “How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power; who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were op­
pressed of the devil; for God was 
with him” (Acts 10: 38). Luke tells 
us that it was after that he through 
the Holy Ghost had given command­
ments unto the apostles whom He 
had chosen, that He was taken up 
(Acts 1: 1-5). It was by the same 
Holy Ghost and power that enabled 
Him to perform His public ministry, 
that He sent His disciples forth. The 
Spirit who had been effective with 
Him, would be effective with them.
III. Nothing less than power from 
on high would be able to defeat the 
powers that were from below; Sa­
tanic forces; demoniac forces; pervert­
ed human forces. In His infinite wis­
dom, God created man a self-deter­
mining being. He wisely endowed 
him with powers which he could use 
in wrong ways, as well as in right 
ways, if he so chose. It is not neces­
sary for us to imagine that there was 
an equality of power between God 
and the forces arrayed against Him. 
In the matter of creative power, God 
brought the universe into being. Cre­
atively, all the forces arrayed against 
God could bring nothing into being of 
a material sort. They were capable 
of doing one thing, propagating evil. 
In making them self-dtermining be­
ings, they had power to resist God if 
they chose to so exercise it.
IV. Manifestly the power from on 
high with which God endued men, 
was power to be used in witnessing 
for Him among men, and winning to 
Him as believers and followers. Not 
only was this a power to enable the 
apostles to do their work, but it was 
a power to enable penitents to do 
their work of repenting and believ­
ing, and co-operating with the Spirit 
in the work of their redemption. Be­
ing given the power of self-determi­
nation, they must be enabled to choose 
Christ for their portion when they 
were won.
V. This power was not given to the 
apostles to be used at their pleasure. 
It was given to them, for the accom­
plishment of the purposes of God. It 
was given to them to be used on His 
behalf, and in accordance with His 
will. And it is so given to us. It is 
not given to us for display, or for our 
self-aggrandizement. We are entrust­
ed with this power that it may be 
used for the glory of God, and the 
good of men. For the redemption of 
mankind, and the building up of God’s 
cause among men. Jesus was anoint­
ed with the Holy Ghost and power, 
not that He might do His own will, 
but the will of the Father who sent 
Him.
VI. The degree of power manifested 
through us will depend upon the 
measure of our disposition to use it as 
God designed we should use it. This 
is not an impersonal power. It is 
power vested in a Person—the Third 
Person of the adorable Trinity. All 
depends upon our loyalty to the Holy 
Spirit, the Christ who prayed that we 
might have Him, and the Father who 
sends Him. Having this Person in­
volves us in the necessity of loyalty to 
Him. Having this power involves us 
in the necessity of using it for the 
glory of God, the good of men, and 
the purposes designed by Him in the 
field of our service.
VII. As a final condition, the meas­
ure of power manifested through us 
will depend upon the measure of co­
operation with God we develop, and 
the disposition we manifest to so co­
operate with Him. In this matter 
there will be room for constant im­
provement. It is as we come to know 
God, and sympathize with Him in His 
purposes and work that our capaci­
ties for co-operation will be increased. 
The better we come to understand 
Him, and the closer we enter into fel­
lowship with Him the more useful 
will we become. Knowing the will 
of God, part of the Spirit’s work will 
be to make that will known to us. 
As we give Him access to our being, 
and give ourselves to working har­
moniously with Him, the best results 
will be made possible in His glad 
service. The more harmonious with 
Him our work becomes, the more joy­
ful and satisfactory, as well as the 
more fruitful it will be. Our wisdom 
is to give to God and men our most 
whole-hearted service. In doing less 
than this we are not only robbing 
God and men, but we are robbing 
ourselves of the best life holds for us.
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The Convicting Spirit
It is expedient for you that 1 go 
away; for if I go not away, the Com­
forter will not come unto you; but if 
I depart, I will send him unto you. 
And when he is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment (John 16:7, 8).
The Spirit has a world-wide mis­
sion as well as a church-wide mission. 
Without the one, He would soon be 
without the other. The personnel of 
the church organization is constant­
ly changing. Its members soon do 
their work and pass on to give an ac­
count of their stewardship, and their 
places must be filled by others. The 
perpetuity of the church—humanly 
speaking — is possible only as new 
members are made, and trained to do 
their work. In this the Spirit’s work 
is that of awakening, reproving, con­
victing, bringing sinners to repent­
ance, and regenerating them. With­
out this work the church would cease 
to be. Without the Holy Spirit, the 
human element in the church is help­
less, and powerless to fulfill its di­
vinely given commission.
I. In His departure from earth, our 
Lord merely changes the seat of His 
operations. Exalted to the right hand 
of the Father, He takes His place and 
goes forward with His work of inter­
cession on our behalf. Otherwise He 
is still with us, indwelling us, encour­
aging us, working with us, going be­
fore us, bringing up our rear guard, 
His Word, “Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst,” is still true. In 
the sense in which He went away, He 
is coming again, and as He went. He 
came in humiliation; He is coming in 
glory. He came to die; He is coming 
to reign. If we suffer with Him, we 
shall also reign with Him.
II. The work of our Lord at the 
right hand of the Father is as impor­
tant in its place as was His work on 
earth in its place. We need the liv­
ing, glorified Christ as certainly as 
we need the humiliated, crucified 
Christ. What He did on the cross 
makes possible what He is now do­
ing at the right hand of the Father. 
What He will do for us in the ages 
to come. The fulfillment of His Word, 
“To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me in my throne, even as 
I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 
3:21). This and the exceeding riches 
of His grace in the ages to come.
III. The Holy Spirit needs human 
instruments through whom He can 
work. Jesus needs such instruments 
to use in His work, and knew that the 
Spirit would need them in the per­
formance of His work. Therefore He 
chose twelve disciples, that by His 
training of them they might be fitted
to become His apostles. Such instru­
ments are still needed and will be 
throughout the age. God has ever 
emphasized human agency in dealing 
with mankind. Man’s condition is 
complicated. Only man can approxi­
mately understand it. We have dif­
ficulty in understanding ourselves, 
and far greater difficulties in our ef­
forts to understand others. In the 
matter of choices of instrumentalities, 
man is the best instrumentality avail­
able in the divine efforts to reach 
other men. This puts upon us the re­
sponsibility of so co-operating with 
God that we may become the best in­
struments possible for His use in the 
reaching of others. Without this, we 
may be more hindering than helping 
in our efforts in service.
IV. The apostles were given a 
world-wide commission. It was fitting 
that the Spirit—in whose person and 
power they were to fulfill this com­
mission—should have a world-wide 
ministry to fulfill. Only as the word 
was preached in the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven would it have the 
power, or the effectiveness needed for 
the performance of its work. Men 
have been persuaded to follow the 
teachings of Confucius, of Buddha and 
other religious leaders by multiplied 
millions. They are still being so per­
suaded. They have been persuaded 
to attempt to follow the teachings of 
Christ, and are still being so per­
suaded. But there are vast differ­
ences between following the teach­
ings of another, and coming into vi­
tal contact with the living Christ; and 
having life from Him. And this con­
tact follows upon the convicting work 
of the Holy Spirit, yielding to that 
conviction in repentance and the ex­
ercise of saving faith. Only so are 
men and women saved. It would be 
unwise to insist that there was no 
value in following the wise teachings 
of others. But men need vastly more 
than the benefits accruing from such 
following. They are dead in trespass­
es and sins. Nothing less than new 
life from God can meet their needs. 
Following the teachings of men who 
have been dead for thousands of 
years is a vastly different matter from 
coming into vital contact with the 
living, life giving Son of God. “He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he
that hath not the Son of God hath
not life” (1 John 5: 12).
V. All efforts at having revivals
apart from the presence, power and 
work of the Holy Spirit must end in 
dismal failure. The importance of 
the work of the Spirit is significant 
of the importance of proper co-opera­
tion on the part of the human instru­
ments through whom He is working. 
With the Spirit seeking to do one 
thing, and the worker trying to do
another, failure alone may be expect­
ed. In the realm of nature men find 
that in order to succeed they must 
learn to work with God. He has His 
ways of working, and men must learn 
them if they are to succeed in their 
efforts. What is true in the realm 
of nature is true in the realm of the 
Spirit. We may talk much of our re­
gard for the Holy Spirit, but only as 
we work with Him can we expect 
success to crown our efforts. The 
Holy Spirit knows the will of God 
and the hearts and minds of men. 
Only as He has His place in revivals 
can we hope for success.
VI. The nature of the Spirit’s con­
victing work is clearly set forth by 
our Lord. “Of sin, because they be­
lieve not on me; of righteousness, be­
cause I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more; of judgment, because 
the prince of this world is judged” 
(John 16: 9-11). Christ himself is the 
great issue. What are men going to 
do with Him? Are they going to be­
lieve on Him? What are they going 
to do with the fact that after Christ 
had finished His work of making 
man’s redemption possible, He went 
to the Father; signifying the Father’s 
acceptance of His work, and acknowl­
edgment of His mediatorship? What 
must come to the followers of the 
prince of this world if he is judged? 
It is life in Christ, from Christ, and 
with Christ; or eternal judgment and 
ruin with the prince of this world 
who is the leader of the forces hostile 
to God, and the Mediatorship of His 
Son. There is no neutral ground. 
With one side or the other every man 
must align himself.
VII. In the light of this passage, 
belief in Christ is vastly more than a 
mere assent to the fact of His his­
torical being; more than a public af­
firmation of this belief. No reasona­
ble man can do less. The evidence 
of Christ’s being is too conclusive to 
be denied. It is belief that moves to 
action in Tight directions. True be­
lief will be evidenced by true re­
pentance. It will bring life from 
Christ to the believer. He will know 
that there has been a change in his 
belief by the change that has come 
into his being. His belief will be 
backed by his testimony, for he will 
have a testimony if he has this be­
lief. Faith is not such a feeble thing 
that nothing is accomplished by its 
exercise. Wavering and hesitancy go 
hand in hand. He will be a babe in 
Christ. What is the basis of this be­
lief? Christ, and His atoning work. 
On what is its assurance founded? 
On His going back to the Father sub­
sequent to His atoning work. As cer ­
tainly as He is at the right hand of 
the Father making intercession for
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His saints, so surely has His work 
on our behalf been accepted by the 
Father.
Not only is the experience of entire 
sanctification needed in the human 
worker, but a thorough knowledge of 
the Lord’s ways of working in these 
matters, and thorough co-operation 
with the Spirit in His work. The 
Holy Spirit is not “finicky” but the 
winning of souls is delicate business. 
“He that winneth souls is wise.” 
There are vast differences; almost un-
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believable differences in the effective­
ness of the human instrumentalities 
God uses in winning men and women. 
It is our business to so prepare our­
selves that our service will be most 
effective, that the work of God may 
go forward. Our capacities may be 
limited, but our efforts should be 
rightly directed. No higher honor 
could be bestowed upon us than that 
of being workers together with the 
Holy Spirit in the great task of hu­
man redemption. In this our respon­
sibilities are commensurate with the 
greatness of the honor that is ours.
Being Guided into All Truth
I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of him­
self; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak: and he will shew 
you things to come (John 16:12, 13).
These disciples had been with Je­
sus for the period of His earthly min­
istry. He had taught them many 
things. In some of them they were 
fairly well grounded. In many things 
concerning the new order of things 
about to be introduced they were 
slow to learn. In all things they were 
slow enough, but in some they were 
especially slow. Concerning His 
death and resurrection, nothing less 
than their actual occurrence con­
vinced them. We may be sure that 
what Jesus had been seeking to teach 
them was truth needed for then- 
work as His apostles; truth needed in 
the saving of men and the founding 
of the Church. In the light of our 
own slowness in learning it is not be­
coming for us to be too critical of 
the slowness of these men. Rather we 
should rejoice that they did as well 
as they did. One of the outstanding 
weaknesses of many religious bodies 
in the narrow field of knowledge in 
which they operate. Constant en­
lightenment should be the order of 
the day with all of us.
I. Jesus did not tell His disciples 
that He had a few things in which 
they needed special instructions, but 
that He had many things to say to 
them, which they were not then able 
to bear. Prejudices were in their 
way in some instances, but limita­
tions. incident to the fact that their 
capacities for knowing were under­
going the processes of growth and de­
velopment were also with them. And 
this is as true of us as it was of 
them. Our capacities for knowing 
must be undergoing the processes of 
development constantly. We are capa­
ble of knowing vastly more than we 
now know, and one of our greatest
needs is far greater knowledge of the 
things of God than we now possess. 
The greater our knowledge of God, 
the greater will be our desire for its 
increase. “That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death,” 
was the cry of the great heart of the 
Apostle Paul, and this should be the 
cry of every one of us.
II. Many would have us believe 
that we need to know but a few 
things to qualify us for engagement 
in the service of our Lord. Not so 
our Lord himself. He would have us 
know many things we do not now 
know. Not only must we know how 
to get men saved; how to get them 
sanctified wholly; but how to build 
them into noble manhood and wom­
anhood; efficiency in the service of 
God and all that is essential in mak­
ing their contribution to the glory of 
God and the good of men. The fact 
that the church is an educational in­
stitution, and the mother of such in­
stitutions is an evidence of our con­
sciousness of our need in this mat­
ter. But our great source of the 
knowledge we need is God himself, 
and the Word of His grace. “I have 
many things to say unto you,” are 
the words of our Lord.
III. Not only do we have capacities 
for receiving human instruction, but 
we have capacities for receiving di­
vine instruction. We learn by experi­
ence that our capacities for under­
standing human voices, and receiv­
ing human instruction have to be dis­
covered and developed. We also 
learn that this is no small task. It 
takes a lifetime of effort to make 
any appreciable progress in this di­
rection. What is true in this realm is 
true in the spiritual realm. As cer­
tainly as we have natural powers, 
so surely have we spiritual powers, 
and these powers must be discovered 
and developed that they may be used. 
This discovery and development are 
no small task. It is the task of a life­
time here below, and will be the task 
of eternity in the world to come. As 
certainly as we can learn to under­
stand the voices and words of men, 
and receive instruction from them, so 
surely can we learn to understand the 
voice of God and receive instruction 
from Him. This was not easy for the 
disciples of old. It will not be easy 
for us today.
IV. Whoever guides us into all 
truth must be possessed of all truth. 
And this is true of the Spirit of truth 
who is our Teacher. What an honor 
God confers upon us to give us such 
a Teacher. But He alone is capable 
of guiding us into all truth. It is to 
be feared that some have allowed
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themselves to be deceived into think­
ing that because they have the Teach­
er, they have the benefit of all His 
work. Having so great a Teacher, 
simply means a longer period of in­
struction and the need of the expen­
diture of greater effort on our part to 
receive His instruction. Our task 
would be far less if we had a lesser 
teacher. Having such a Teacher is 
indicative of the magnitude of the 
powers with which God has endowed 
us, and true magnitude of the tasks 
that may be accomplished through 
the use of these powers. When will 
this task be finally accomplished? 
When truth has been exhausted, and 
there is no more for us to learn. 
When will this be? Never. In re­
ceiving the Holy Spirit as our Guide 
into all truth, we are engaged in a 
work that is eternity long. Idleness 
will be unknown in the world to 
come, as it should be in the world 
that now is.
V. In view of the magnitude of the 
work undertaken by the Holy Spirit, 
it is plain that we can be only in the 
beginnings of things here below. And 
this not only in the acquisition of 
knowledge, but in the enjoyment of 
the possibilities of the sanctified ex­
perience. It will take the “ages to 
come” to reveal to us the glories of 
this marvelous experience. Tired 
bodies and weary souls are our por­
tion here as a result of the fall. They 
will be unknown in yonder world. 
There an eternity of glory and bless­
edness stretches out before us; un­
ending in its splendors; unfailing in 
its benefits. With the “earnest” of 
our experience so glorious we have a 
faint foretaste of what awaits us in 
the fullness of its possession. What 
we learn here will be largely applica­
ble to our present state. But it will 
not stop there. He will show us 
things to come.
VI. As was true of our Lord, so it 
is true of our Comforter, both lived 
dependent lives. Jesus came not to 
do His own will, but the will of Him 
that sent Him. The Holy Spirit 
comes, not to speak of Himself. What­
soever he shall hear, that will He 
speak. In view of the fact that these 
Persons of the Holy Trinity lived 
heaven-directed lives among men, 
how important it is that we see that 
it is our wisdom to live such directed 
lives ourselves. Only God can know 
the issues life should hold for us, and 
does hold for us. Only He can guide 
us into the proper meeting, and the 
proper use of them. He alone knows 
His plans, and the place He has for 
us in them, and He alone can prop­
erly direct our lives. Especially is it 
true that He should have full con­
trol in matters of our inner, secret
lives. We should be working out 
what He is working in according to 
His own will and good pleasure.
VII. Not only is the Holy Spirit 
come to guide us into all truth; but 
He is come to guide us in all of our 
activities in our use of that truth. 
In the measure that we allow Him 
to succeed in these matters, will be 
the measure of our success in life. 
In the light of what lies before us, 
how puny and insignificant will all 
our desires, plans and purposes seem 
when we come into fuller revelations 
of His plans and purposes for us. 
Our wisdom is to see these things 
now, and not wait until we are com­
pelled to see them in shame and hu­
miliation in the world to come. How 
thankful we should be that the Spirit 
of truth has come to us to guide us 
into all truth here and now. The 
fact that He has come as our Teacher 
devolves upon us the necessity of our 
becoming students and learners. How 
sacredly should we regard His min­
istry, how attentive to it we should 
be, how diligent we should be in our 
application as students and learners! 
What a tragedy it is that the Holy 
Spirit’s abiding means so little to the 
many!
What that abiding means, each of 
us must determine for himself or her­
self. If it means little, it is because 
we have made it mean little. If it 
means much it will be because we 
make it mean much. What that abid­
ing means, each one must determine 
for himself. His abiding is of value 
to use as we improve our opportuni­
ties, respond to His efforts and co­
operate with Him in what He is seek­
ing to do. Our response makes pos­
sible the much or little of it all. One 
of the most subtle foes of instruction 
is the thought on our part that we al­
ready know. Even God himself can­
not teach the man who thinks he al­
ready knows. The first step in the 
way to knowledge is the conscious­
ness of our need of it, because of our 
lack of it. In this matter God can 
do no more for us than He is doing. 
What it will mean we determine by 
our own response to His efforts.
The Spirit’s Help in Prayer
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which can not be 
uttered. And he that searchetfi the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because he maketh inter­
cession for the saints according to 
the will of God (Romans 8: 26, 27).
If there were no more in prayer 
than asking and receiving, as a child 
asks and receives from its parents, 
we would need little help in our 
praying. Prayer is this. But it is 
vastly more than this. It is one of
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the mightiest forces known among 
men. It affects things and people in 
entirely too wide areas to be at the 
unhelped disposal of human beings. 
Prayer’s issues are so tremendous that 
no one less than God is capable of 
properly directing men in their use 
of this sublime privilege. The desti­
nies of men and nations have been 
affected by prayer. Only God knows 
the possibilities involved in the ex­
ercise of prayer. Only He can direct 
in its proper use.
I. Paul is speaking of prayer here, 
not with regard to its simpler forms, 
but of prayer in its wider ranges. In 
the scope of its possibilites. We do 
not have to go very far in prayer un­
til we are compelled to admit that 
we know not what to pray for as we 
ought. A very few adventures in 
prayer will force us to this conclu­
sion. One of the great hindrances to 
successful prayer is the delusion held 
by the many that they do know. But 
a little thought of the magnitude of 
the issues involved will bring thought­
ful persons to a realization of their 
inability to properly know.
II. Not only are we hindered by 
the imperfections of our knowledge 
in this matter, but we are hindered 
by our infirmities. Almost invariably 
we are prejudiced in favor of our­
selves, or of others in this matter. 
Few indeed of us have the grace or 
the strength to make a frank confes­
sion of being wrong in some particu­
lar. It is no easy thing to so conquer 
our vanity that we can make such 
acknowledgments frankly. The kind­
est thing we can say concerning this 
is that it is due—measurably at least 
—to our infirmities. The most of us 
have suffered—and many of us se­
verely—because of this condition. It 
is not uncommon for us to be mis­
taken in our infirm condition. It is 
uncommon for us to frankly admit it 
when we are.
III. God knows us altogether. He 
understands what we cannot under­
stand—the working of our minds in 
our present state. In our hours of need 
He has provided One to help our in­
firmities, tl\e Holy Spirit himself. 
Speaking reverently and thoughtfully 
the help of one less than God would 
not have been sufficient to meet our 
need at such a time. God knows that 
we need help, and knows who alone 
is able to help us. Since He has 
given this task to the Holy Spirit we 
safely conclude that the help of a 
lesser person would not have been 
sufficient.
IV. Naturally our need must be 
confessed and the help of the Spirit 
sought if we are to have the benefit 
of His direction in the solution of our 
problems. Not being conscious of our
need, we will not confess it or seek 
the help God has provided for us. It 
is likely that much of our feebleness 
and failure in prayer may be found 
here. In few things—if in any—do 
we need the guidance and help of the 
Spirit as we do in prayer. Until we 
come t.o a realization of this there will 
be little improvement in our prayer 
lives and little improvement in the 
effectiveness of our prayers.
V. Many times the Spirit’s help is 
evidenced by—what is to us—inex­
pressible groanings. That there is 
such a place in prayer, those who 
have gone far in its exercise have 
discovered. In severe cases, reach­
ing this groaning period is an encour­
aging indication. It is a good indica­
tion that progress is being made, and 
the Spirit’s help is being manifested. 
A new element has made its appear­
ance in our praying and a hopeful 
one.
VI. While we may not know the 
meaning of these groanings, God 
does. He that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit. Getting beyond words on our 
part is an encouraging thing, if it is 
through the help of the Spirit. Times 
of severe testings in prayer are likely 
to be times of serious heart search­
ings. Such times are needed by all
of us, occasionally at least. We 
should welcome them when they 
come, and make the most of them. 
Times of desperation in prayer are 
favorable opportunities for these 
searchings.
VII. At such times the Spirit is 
doing for us what we are unable— 
in our infirm condition—to do for 
ourselves. He is making intercession 
for us according to the will of God. 
It is likely that we will have to come 
to the place where we are pleased 
to have the Spirit do this for us, be­
fore prayer will become effective. 
Among the many things which prayer 
changes is the person who does the 
praying. It may take some severe 
wrestling to bring us to the place 
where with all our hearts we desire 
that the will of God be done, no mat­
ter what the issue may seem to be 
with us. In the long run—and this 
is the run that counts—we will find 
that this is not only the best for us, 
but the best for all concerned. And 
here we see one of the glorious re­
sults of prayer, in its transforming 
power in the hearts and lives of the 
prayers. And this should be the ob­
jective in prayer. That the will of 
God should be done. Nothing less 
than this can give to prayer its full 
and final value.
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